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Roman Legionary vs Gallic Warrior - David Campbell 2021-04-15
In the manner of many Roman generals, Caesar would write his domestic
political ambitions in the blood and treasure of foreign lands. His
governorship of Cisalpine Gaul gave him the opportunity to demonstrate
the greatness of his character to the people of Rome through the
subjugation of those outside Rome's borders. The fact that the main
account of the subsequent wars in Gaul was written by Caesar himself –
by far the most detailed history of the subject, with new reports issued
annually for the eager audience at home –is no accident. The Roman
Army of the late Republic had long been in the process of structural and
change, moving towards the all-volunteer permanent standing force that
would for centuries be the bulwark of the coming Empire. Well-armed
and armoured, this professional army was trained to operate within selfsupporting legions, with auxiliaries employed in roles the legions lacked
such as light troops or cavalry. The Roman legions were in many ways a
modern force, with formations designed around tactical goals and held
together by discipline, training and common purpose. The armies fielded
by the tribes of Gaul were for the most part lightly armed and armoured,

with fine cavalry and a well-deserved reputation for ferocity. As might be
expected from a region made up of different tribes with a range of needs
and interests, there was no consensus on how to make war, though when
large armies were gathered it was usually with the express purpose of
bringing the enemy to heel in a pitched battle. For most Gauls – and
certainly the military elites of the tribes – battle was an opportunity to
prove their personal courage and skill, raising their status in the eyes of
friends and foes alike. Fully illustrated, this study investigates the Roman
and Gallic forces pitched into combat in three battles: Bibracte (58 BC),
Sabis (57 BC) and Gergovia/Alesia (52 BC). Although charismatic Gallic
leaders did rise up – notably Dumnorix of the Aedui and later
Vercingetorix of the Arverni – and proved to be men capable of bringing
together forces that had the prospect of checking Caesar's ambitions in
the bloodiest of ways, it would not be enough. For Caesar his war against
the Gauls provided him with enormous power and the springboard he
needed to make Rome his own, though his many domestic enemies would
ensure that he did not long enjoy his success.
The Walls of Rome - Nic Fields 2008-03-18
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Having defeated a Germanic invasion of northern Italy, the Emperor
Aurelian surrounded Rome with a powerful circuit of walls. This great
fortification is one of the best preserved of all city walls in the Roman
Empire and remains a dramatic feature of Rome today, representing the
most emblematic and the most enduring monument of Aurelian's age.
Nothing else so eloquently demonstrates that, by Aurelian's day, the
empire was on the defensive. Although embellished, strengthened and
restored many times down the ages, Aurelian's original structure
remained the basis of the city's defences through to the mid-19th
century, when the Republican forces under Giuseppe Garibaldi managed
for some time to withstand the French, and is still discernible today
along much of the walls' circuit. This title describes Aurelian's Wall in
detail with cut-away cross sections, and investigates its historical
purpose and military effectiveness within the general context of late
Roman fortifications. A final section follows the history of the Wall's
continued use beyond the Romano-Byzantine period, and provides an
invaluable tourist aid.
Teutoburg Forest AD 9 - Michael McNally 2011-01-18
Osprey's study of one of the most important battles of the long-elasting
Germanic Wars (113 BC - 439 AD). Arminius, a young member of the
Cheruscan tribe under the Roman Empire felt that Rome could be beaten
in battle and that such a victory would guarantee the freedom of the
Germans as a confederation of independent tribes, led by the
Cheruscans, who would - in turn - be led by him. Throughout AD 8 and
the early part of AD 9, Arminius used his position under the governor of
Germania Inferior well, ostensibly promoting Rome whilst in reality
welding the tribes together in an anti-Roman alliance, agreeing with his
confederates that they would wait until the Roman garrison had moved
to their summer quarters and then rise up against the invaders. With the
arrival of September, the time soon came for the Roman troops to return
to their stations along the Rhine and as they marched westwards through
the almost impenetrable Teutoburg Forest, Arminius sprang his trap. In a
series of running battles in the forest, Varus' army, consisting of three
Roman Legions (XVII, XVIII and XIX) and several thousand auxiliaries - a

total of roughly 20,000 men - was destroyed. The consequences for Rome
were enormous - the province of Germania was now virtually undefended
and Gaul was open to a German invasion which although it never
materialized, led a traumatized Augustus to decree that, henceforth, the
Rhine would remain the demarcation line between the Roman world and
the German tribes, in addition to which the destroyed legions were never
re-formed or their numbers reused in the Roman Army: after AD 9, the
sequence of numbers would run from I to XVI and then from XX onwards,
it was as if the three legions had never existed.
Lake Trasimene 217 BC - Nic Fields 2017-01-26
Following Hannibal's crushing victory at the battle of the Trebbia, the
reeling Roman Republic sent a new army under the over-confident consul
Caius Flaminius to destroy the Carthaginian invaders – unbeknownst to
him they were ready and waiting. The destruction of the Roman force at
Lake Trasimene firmly established Hannibal as one of the Ancient
World's greatest commanders thanks to his use of innovative tactics,
including the first recorded use of a turning movement. The Romans
would not send another major army to confront him until the battle of
Cannae in 216 BC. This new study, based on recent archaeological work
on the battlefield itself, tells the full story of one of Hannibal's greatest
victories with the help of maps, full-colour illustrations, and detailed
sections on the make-up of the armies and their commanders.
Napoleon's Commentaries on the Wars of Julius Caesar - R. A. Maguire
2017-11-30
While in exile on St Helena, Napoleon dictated a commentary on the
wars of Julius Caesar, later published in 1836. In each chapter he
summarized the events of one campaign, then added comments from the
standpoint of his own military knowledge. Over the nearly two millennia
between Caesar and Napoleon some aspects of warfare had changed,
notably the introduction of firearms. But much remained the same: the
rate of movement of armies (at the foot pace of horse or man); human
muscle power as the main source of energy for construction work; some
military techniques, notably bridge construction; as well as the actual
territory fought over by Caesar and later by Napoleon. Napoleons

2/10

commentary thus provides a fascinating and highly authoritative insight
into Caesars wars, as well as providing a window into Napoleons own
thinking and attitudes. Napoleon in places detects mistakes on the part
of Caesar and his enemies, and says what they should have done
differently. Remarkably, this is thought to be the first full English
translation of Napoleon's work.Napoleon Bonaparte was born to an
obscure Corsican family but rose through the ranks of the French army
to become Emperor of France, conqueror of most of Europe and
acknowledged military genius. He wrote this book while in exile on St
Helena.The translator. RA Maguire, is a former civil engineer with a
long-standing interest in military and ancient history.
Early Roman Warrior 753–321 BC - Nic Fields 2011-07-20
The prototypical 'Roman Legionnaire' often seen on television and in
movies is actually the product of nearly a millennium of military
development. Far back in the Bronze Age, before the city of Rome
existed, a loose collection of independent hamlets eventually formed into
a village. From this base, the earliest Roman warriors launched cattle
raids and ambushes against their enemies. At some point during this
time, the Romans began a period of expansion, conquering land and
absorbing peoples. Soon, they had adopted classical Greek fighting
methods with militia forming in phalanxes. This book covers the
evolution of the earliest Roman warriors and their development into an
army that would eventually conquer the known world.
Mutina 43 BC - Nic Fields 2018-12-27
In the aftermath of the murder of Gaius Julius Caesar, his self-declared
successor Mark Antony struggled to hold together his legacy. Following
an abortive coup attempt by Caesar's adopted son Octavian, two of
Antony's legions declared for him, leading to a renewed outbreak of civil
war. Antony moved into northern Italy and invaded the city of Mutina,
which was held by Decimus Brutus. There they were quickly sandwiched
between the city walls on one side and the newly arrived Senate-backed
forces of Octavian on the other. These two heirs of Caesar then fought to
claim their former mentor's legacy. Fully illustrated with specially
commissioned artwork and maps, this is the full story of the battles

which would see Octavian move from being a young, inexperienced
aristocrat to the dominating figure of Augustus.
Julius Caesar - Nic Fields 2018-09-04
One of the greatest military commanders in history, Julius Caesar's most
famous victory – the conquest of Gaul – was to him little more than a
stepping stone to power. An audacious and decisive general, his victories
over the Gauls allowed him to challenge for the political leadership of
Rome. Leading a single legion across the Rubicon in 49 BC, Caesar
launched a civil war which would end the Roman Republic and usher in
the Roman Empire, with Caesar at its helm. This examination of the great
general's life covers his great victories and few defeats, looking at the
factors which lay behind his military genius.
Alesia 52 BC - Nic Fields 2014-06-20
In 52 BC Caesar's continued strategy of annihilation had engendered a
spirit of desperation, which detonated into a revolt of Gallic tribes under
the leadership of the charismatic young Arvernian noble Vercingetorix.
Major engagements were fought at Noviodunum, Avaricum, and
Gergovia, with the last action being the most serious reverse that Caesar
faced in the whole of the Gallic War. However, Vercingetorix soon
realized that he was unable to match the Romans in pitched battle.
Taking advantage of the tribesmen's superior knowledge of their home
territory, Vercingetorix began a canny policy of small war and defensive
manoeuvres, which gravely hampered Caesar's movements by cutting off
his supplies. For Caesar it was to be a grim summertime – his whole
Gallic enterprise faced disaster. In the event, by brilliant leadership,
force of arms, and occasionally sheer luck, Caesar succeeded in stamping
out the revolt in a long and brutal action culminating in the siege of
Alesia. Vercingetorix finally surrendered and Alesia was to be the last
significant resistance to the Roman will. Never again would a Gallic
warlord independent of Rome hold sway over the Celts of Gaul.
Viking Warrior vs Anglo-Saxon Warrior - Gareth Williams 2017-08-24
In the two centuries before the Norman invasion of England, AngloSaxon and Viking forces clashed repeatedly in bloody battles across the
country. Repeated Viking victories in the 9th century led to their
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settlement in the north of the country, but the tide of war ebbed and
flowed until the final Anglo-Saxon victory before the Norman Conquest.
Using stunning artwork, this book examines in detail three battles
between the two deadly foes: Ashdown in 871 which involved the future
Alfred the Great; Maldon in 991 where an Anglo-Saxon army sought to
counter a renewed Viking threat; and Stamford Bridge in 1066, in which
King Harold Godwinesson abandoned his preparations to repel the
expected Norman invasion in order to fight off Harald Hard-Counsel of
Norway. Drawing upon historical accounts from both English and
Scandinavian sources and from archaeological evidence, Gareth Williams
presents a detailed comparison of the weaponry, tactics, strategies and
underlying military organization of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, and
considers the developments which took place on both sides in the two
centuries of Viking incursions into Anglo-Saxon England.
Hadrian’s Wall AD 122–410 - Nic Fields 2003-02-19
Hadrian's Wall is the most important monument built by the Romans in
Britain. It is the best known frontier in the entire Roman Empire and
stands as a reminder of the past glories of one of the world's greatest
civilisations. Its origins lie in a visit by the Emperor Hadrian to Britain in
AD 122 when he ordered the wall to be built to mark the northern
boundary of his Empire and 'to separate the Romans from the
Barbarians'. This title details the design, development and construction
of the wall and covers the everyday lives of those who manned it as well
as the assaults it withstood.
The Cambridge Companion to the Roman Republic - Harriet I.
Flower 2014-06-23
This second edition examines all aspects of Roman history, and contains
a new introduction, three new chapters and updated bibliographies.
Adopted Son - David A. Clary 2008
A critical analysis of the unique friendship between American general
George Washington and the young French Marquis de Lafayette
describes how their bond resulted in extraordinary success on the
battlefield and in diplomatic circles, aided an American victory in the
Revolutionary War, and paved the way for the French Revolution.

Reprint. 30,000 first printing.
Troy c. 1700–1250 BC - Nic Fields 2004-01-22
Hisarlik is a small place, a sandy stone strewn hillock cut up into gullies
and hummocks. Yet its historical significance is immense, for this is the
site of Troy - the legendary city whose story sprawls across cultures, time
and geography. The tale of the siege of Troy is the greatest secular story
ever told, and has captured the imagination of the Western World for
some 3,000 years. Although there are many difficulties in using Greek
myths, oral traditions and the Homeric epics to reconstruct the Trojan
War, this title uses the latest archaeological evidence to reconstruct in
detail the fortifications of Troy as well as making more general
observations about the possible historical events behind the epics of
Homer.
The Roman Army from Caesar to Trajan - Michael Simkins 1974
Armies of Julius Caesar 58–44 BC - Raffaele D’Amato 2021-09-16
Gaius Julius Caesar remains the most famous Roman general of all time.
Although he never bore the title, historians since Suetonius have judged
him to be, in practice, the very first 'emperor' – after all, no other name
in history has been synonymous with a title of imperial rule. Caesar was
a towering personality who, for better or worse, changed the history of
Rome forever. His unscrupulous ambition was matched only by his
genius as a commander and his conquest of Gaul brought Rome its first
great territorial expansion outside the Mediterranean world. His
charismatic leadership bounded his soldiers to him not only for
expeditions 'beyond the edge of the world' – to Britain – but in the
subsequent civil war that raised him to ultimate power. What is seldom
appreciated, however is that the army he led was as varied and
cosmopolitan as those of later centuries, and it is only recently that a
wider study of a whole range of evidence has allowed a more precise
picture of it to emerge. Drawing on a wide range of new research, the
authors examine the armies of Julius Caesar in detail, creating a detailed
picture of how they lived and fought.
German Soldier vs Soviet Soldier - Chris McNab 2017-10-19
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By the end of the first week of November 1942, the German Sixth Army
held about 90 per cent of Stalingrad. Yet the Soviets stubbornly held on
to the remaining parts of the city, and German casualties started to
reach catastrophic levels. In an attempt to break the deadlock, Hitler
decided to send additional German pioneer battalions to act as an urban
warfare spearhead. These combat engineers were skilled in all aspects of
city fighting, especially in the use of demolitions and small arms to
overcome defended positions and in the destruction of armoured
vehicles. Facing them were hardened Soviet troops who had perfected
the use of urban camouflage, concealed and interlocking firing positions,
close quarters battle, and sniper support. This fully illustrated book
explores the tactics and effectiveness of these opposing troops during
this period, focusing particularly on the brutal close-quarters fight over
the Krasnaya Barrikady (Red Barricades) ordnance factory.
A Book of Golden Deeds - Charlotte Mary Yonge 1866
Hannibal - Nic Fields 2011-02-15
By the end of the First Punic War against Carthage, the Romans had
reduced the capital city of the Carthaginian Empire to a heap of ashes
and destroyed its culture. In 219 BC, however, Hannibal, the eldest son
of the charismatic general Hamilcar Barca, began the Second Punic War
and was so successful that he threatened to destroy Roman power
completely. Hannibal was a cool, thoughtful general, and can arguably be
described as the greatest general of antiquity. His genius rested on a
mixture of bluff, double bluff, and an ability to use all troop types to their
best advantage. The battle of Cannae remains a chef-d'oeuvre to which
generations of subsequent generals have aspired.
Britannia AD 43 - Nic Fields 2020-09-17
For the Romans, Britannia lay beyond the comfortable confines of the
Mediterranean world around which classical civilisation had flourished.
Britannia was felt to be at the outermost edge of the world itself, lending
the island an air of dangerous mystique. To the soldiers crossing the
Oceanus Britannicus in the late summer of AD 43, the prospect of
invading an island believed to be on its periphery must have meant a

mixture of panic and promise. These men were part of a formidable army
of four veteran legions (II Augusta, VIIII Hispana, XIIII Gemina, XX
Valeria), which had been assembled under the overall command of Aulus
Plautius Silvanus. Under him were, significantly, first-rate legionary
commanders, including the future emperor Titus Flavius Vespasianus.
With the auxiliary units, the total invasion force probably mounted to
around 40,000 men, but having assembled at Gessoriacum (Boulogne)
they refused to embark. Eventually, the mutinous atmosphere was
dispelled, and the invasion fleet sailed in three contingents. So, ninetyseven years after Caius Iulius Caesar, the Roman army landed in southeastern Britannia. After a brisk summer campaign, a province was
established behind a frontier zone running from what is now Lyme Bay
on the Dorset coast to the Humber estuary. Though the territory overrun
during the first campaign season was undoubtedly small, it laid the
foundations for the Roman conquest which would soon begin to sweep
across Britannia. In this highly illustrated and detailed title, Nic Fields
tells the full story of the invasion which established the Romans in
Britain, explaining how and why the initial Claudian invasion succeeded
and what this meant for the future of Britain.
Athenian Trireme vs Persian Trireme - Nic Fields 2022-07-21
A fascinating and detailed exploration of one of the most famous
warships of the Ancient world - the trireme - and its tactical employment
by the opposing sides in the 5th-century BC Graeco-Persian Wars. You
may be familiar with the Athenian trireme – but how much do you know
about the ram-armed, triple-oared warships that it dueled against at the
battles of Artemision, Salamis and the Eurymedon River? How similar or
different were these warships to each other? And why did the Persians
rely on Phoenician vessels to form much of their navy? Much attention
has been devoted to the Greek trireme, made famous by modern
reconstruction – with only passing notice given to the opposing Persian
navy's vessels in illustrated treatments. Join us on the Aegean as, for the
first time, we reveal a rarely attempted colour reconstruction of a
trireme in Persian service. Compare the form, construction, design,
manoeuvrability, and tactical deployment of the opposing triremes, aided
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by stunning illustrations. Man the decks of these warships with the
fighting complement of Greek citizen hoplites, Scythian archers and
Persian marines, and learn why the Greeks placed a bounty of 10,000
drachmae on the head of Artemisia – the Karian queen and Persian
admiral, and the only woman among Xerxes' commanders.
Alesia 52 BC - Nic Fields 2014-07-22
Caesar's Legions laid siege to Vercingetorix's Gallic army in one of the
most tactically amazing battles of all time. Outnumbered 6:1, the Romans
built siege lines facing inward and outward and prevented the Gauls
from breaking the siege. The campaign leading to the battle revealed
ingenuity on both sides, though in the end Caesar established his fame in
these actions. In 52 BC, Caesar's continued strategy of annihilation had
engendered a spirit of desperation, which detonated into a revolt of
Gallic tribes under the leadership of the charismatic, young, Arvernian
noble, Vercingetorix. Though the Gallic people shared a common
language and culture, forging a coalition amongst the fiercely
independent tribes was a virtually impossible feat, and it was a tribute to
Vercingetorix's personality and skill. Initially Vercingetorix's strategy
was to draw the Romans into pitched battle. Vercingetorix was soundly
beaten in the open field battle against Caesar at Noviodunum, followed
by the Roman sack of Avaricum. However, the action that followed at
Gergovia amounted to the most serious reverse that Caesar faced in the
whole of the Gallic War. Vercingetorix began a canny policy of small war
and defensive maneuvers, which gravely hampered Caesar's movements
by cutting off his supplies. For Caesar it was to be a grim summertime his whole Gallic enterprise faced liquidation. In the event, by brilliant
leadership, force of arms, and occasionally sheer luck, Caesar succeeded.
This culminated in the siege of Alesia (north of Dijon), which Caesar
himself brilliantly narrates (Bellum Gallicum 7.68-89). With his 80,000
warriors and 1,500 horsemen entrenched atop a mesa at Alesia, the starcrossed Vercingetorix believed Alesia was unassailable. Commanding
less than 50,000 legionaries and assorted auxiliaries, Caesar
nevertheless began the siege. Vercingetorix then dispatched his cavalry
to rally reinforcements from across Gaul, and in turn Caesar constructed

a contravallation and circumvallation, a double wall of fortifications
around Alesia facing toward and away from the oppidum. When the
Gallic relief army arrived, the Romans faced the warriors in Alesia plus
an alleged 250,000 warriors and 8,000 horsemen attacking from without.
Caesar adroitly employed his interior lines, his fortifications, and the
greater training and discipline of his men to offset the Gallic advantage,
but after two days of heavy fighting, his army was pressed to the
breaking point. On the third day, the Gauls, equipped with fascines,
scaling ladders and grappling hooks, captured the northwestern angle of
the circumvallation, which formed a crucial point in the Roman siege
works. In desperation, Caesar personally led the last of his reserves in a
do-or-die counterattack, and when his Germanic horsemen outflanked
the Gauls and took them in the rear, the battle decisively turned. The
mighty relief army was repulsed. Vercingetorix finally admitted defeat,
and the entire force surrendered the next day. Alesia was to be the last
significant resistance to Roman will in Gaul. It involved virtually every
Gallic tribe in a disastrous defeat, and there were enough captives for
each legionary to be awarded one to sell as a slave. In a very real sense
Alesia symbolized the extinction of Gallic liberty. Rebellions would come
and go, but never again would a Gallic warlord independent of Rome
hold sway over the Celts of Gaul.
Ancient Greek Warship - Nic Fields 2007-03-27
Formidable and sophisticated, triremes were the deadliest battleship of
the ancient world, and at the height of their success, the Athenians were
the dominant exponents of their devastating power. Primarily longships
designed to fight under oar power, the trireme was built for lightness
and strength; ship-timber was mostly softwoods such as poplar, pine and
fir, while the oars and mast were made out of fir. Their main weapon was
a bronze-plated ram situated at the prow. From the combined Greek
naval victory at Salamis (480 BC), through the Peloponnesian War, and
up until the terrible defeat by the Macedonians at Amorgos, the Athenian
trireme was an object of dread to its enemies. This book offers a
complete analysis and insight into the most potent battleship of its time;
the weapon by which Athens achieved, maintained, and ultimately lost its
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power and prosperity.
South American Battleships 1908–59 - Mark Lardas 2018-12-27
In 1908 the most incredible naval arms race in history began. Flush with
cash from rubber and coffee, Brazil decided to order three of the latest,
greatest category of warship available – the dreadnought battleship. One
Brazilian dreadnought by itself could defeat the combined gunnery of
every other warship of all the other South American nations. Brazil's
decision triggered its neighbour Argentina to order its own brace of
dreadnoughts, which in turn forced Chile (which had fought boundary
disputes with Argentina) to order some. In the process, the South
American dreadnought mania drove the three participants nearly into
insolvency, led to the bankruptcy of a major shipyard, and triggered a
chain of events which led Turkey to declare war on Great Britain. It also
produced several groundbreaking dreadnought designs and one of the
world's first aircraft carriers.
Catalaunian Fields AD 451 - Simon MacDowall 2015-09-20
The battle of the Catalaunian Fields saw two massive, powerful empires
square up in a conflict that was to shape the course of Eurasian history
forever. For despite the Roman victory, the Roman Empire would not
survive for more than 15 years following the battle, whilst the Huns,
shattered and demoralized, would meet their downfall against a coalition
of German tribes soon after. This book, using revealing bird's-eye-views
of the plains of Champagne and detailed illustrations of the opposing
warriors in the midst of desperate combat, describes the fighting at the
Catalaunian Fields and reveals the broader campaign of Hunnic
incursion that led up to it. Drawing on the latest research, Simon
MacDowall reveals the shocking intensity and appalling casualties of the
battle, whilst assessing the wider significance and consequences of the
campaign.
The Roman Army from Hadrian to Constantine - Michael Simkins
2012-08-20
The year AD 122 was the first time a Roman Emperor had set foot in the
Province of Britannia since the invasion in AD 43. No doubt he had read
many reports concerning the damage caused by marauding tribesmen

crossing from what is now Scotland into the Province. Hadrian,
therefore, decided in the words of his biographer 'to build a wall to
separate the Romans from the Barbarians'. This engaging work from
author Michael Simkins explores in depth the organisation, equipment,
weapons and armour of the Roman Army from Hadrian to Constantine,
one of the most exciting periods in Roman history.
Warlords of Republican Rome - Nic Fields 2010-02-01
The fateful clash between two of history's greatest generals . . . The war
between Caesar and Pompey was one of the defining moments in Roman
history. The clash between these great generals gripped the attention of
their contemporaries and it has fascinated historians ever since. These
powerful men were among the dominant personalities of their age, and
their struggle for supremacy divided Rome. In this original and
perceptive study Nic Fields explores the complex, often brutal world of
Roman politics and the lethal rivalry of Caesar and Pompey that grew out
of it. He reconsiders them as individuals and politicians and, above all, as
soldiers. His highly readable account of this contest for power gives a
vivid insight into the rise and fall of two of the greatest warlords of the
ancient world. Dr Nic Fields is an ancient historian with special expertise
in the history of Greek and Roman warfare. He has published many
articles and several monographs on the subject. Before turning to
ancient history, he served as an officer in the Royal Marines. He is a
former assistant director at the British School at Athens, and he has
worked as a lecturer and guide, in particular for the Smithsonian
Institute. He has also taught American undergraduates on study-abroad
programs at institutions such as Beaver College in Athens and The
Athens Centre.
Julius Caesar and the Roman People - Robert Morstein-Marx 2021-08-26
Reinterprets Julius Caesar not as an autocrat seeking to overthrow the
Roman Republic, but as an unusually successful political leader.
Zama 202 BC - Mir Bahmanyar 2016-09-22
The battle of Zama, fought across North Africa around 202 BC, was the
final large-scale clash of arms between the world's two greatest western
powers of the time – Carthage and Rome. The engagement ended the
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Second Punic War, waged from 218 until 201 BC. The armies were led by
two of the most famous commanders of all time – the legendary
Carthaginian general Hannibal, renowned for crossing the Alps with his
army into Italy, and the Roman general Publius Cornelius Scipio, who
along with his father was among the defeated at the battle of Cannae in
216 BC. Drawing upon years of research, author Mir Bahmanyar gives a
detailed account of this closing battle, analysing the tactics employed by
each general and the forces they had at their disposal. Stunning,
specially commissioned artwork brings to life the epic clash that saw
Hannibal defeated and Rome claim its spot as the principal
Mediterranean power.
The Battle of Minden, 1759 - Stuart Reid 2016-11-11
The fighting in Europe during the Seven Years War hung in the balance.
After initial successes the Austro-French forces had been driven back
across the Rhine. With the opposing sides reinforcing their armies, the
campaign of 1759 was going to prove decisive.Britain and her German
allies met the French at Minden in Germany. Due to a misunderstanding
of orders the British infantry actually attacked and dispersed the French
cavalry. That action is still commemorated on 1 August each year with
the wearing of roses by the infantry and artillery regiments whose
predecessors picked flowers and put them in their coats as they passed
through German gardens on the way to the battle.By contrast Lord
Sackville, who commanded the British cavalry, was accused of ignoring
orders to charge the retreating French which could have turned defeat
into rout. He was court-martialled and cashiered.The victory at Minden
was just one in a number of British successes that years against French
forces and overseas territories across the globe. This led to 1759 being
described by the British as the Annus Mirabilis the year of miracles.
CaesarÕs Greatest Victory - John Sadler 2016-12-31
The Battle for Alesia was a decisive moment in world history. It
determined whether Rome would finally conquer Gaul or whether Celtic
chieftain Vercingetorix would throw off the yoke and consequently
whether a number of independent Celtic tribal kingdoms could resist the
might of Rome. Failure would have been a total defeat for Julius Caesar,

not just in Gaul but in the Senate. His career would have been over, his
enemies would have pulled him down, civil war would have ensued, no
dictatorship, no liaison with Cleopatra. Rome would not have become an
empire beyond the Mediterranean. European, and therefore world
history might have been a very different story. CaesarÕs campaign of 52
BC frequently hung in the balance. Vercingetorix was a far more
formidable opponent than any heÕd encountered in Gaul; bold
charismatic and imbued with strategic insight of the highest order. The
Romans were caught totally off-guard and it seemed all too likely their
grip on Gaul, which Caesar had imagined secure, would be pried free.
The Siege of Alesia itself was one of the most astonishing military
undertakings of all times. CaesarÕs interior siege lines stretched for 18
kilometers and were surrounded by an outward facing line three
kilometres longer, complete with palisades, towers, ditches, minefields
and outposts. This work was completed in less than three weeks.
VercingetorixÕs refuge proved a trap and, despite an energetic defense
and the arrival of a huge relief army, there was to be no escape.
CaesarÕs Greatest Victory fully reveals both sides of the conflict, to
explore in depth the personalities involved and to examine the legacy of
the campaign which still resonates today. The arms, equipment, tactics
and fighting styles of Roman and Celtic armies are explained, as well as
the charisma and leadership of Caesar and Vercingetorix and the
command and control structures of both sides. Using new evidence from
archaeology, the authors construct a fresh account of not just the siege
itself but also the Alesia campaign and place it into the wider context of
the history of warfare. This is Roman history at its most exciting,
featuring events still talked about today.
Mons Graupius AD 83 - Duncan B Campbell 2010-07-20
Osprey's Campaign title for the battle at Mons Graupius (83 AD), which
was a decisive conflict between Rome and Britain. In AD 77, Roman
forces under Agricola marched into the northern reaches of Britain in an
attempt to pacify the Caledonian tribesman. For seven years, the Romans
marched and battled across what is now Scotland. Finally, in AD 83, they
fought the final battle at Mons Graupius where 10,000 Caledonians were
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slaughtered from only 360 Roman dead. It proved the high-water mark of
Roman power in Britain. Following unrest elsewhere in the empire, the
north of Scotland was abandoned and Rome's forces began their long
retreat. Never again would Roman arms stand on the edge of the known
world.
Milvian Bridge AD 312 - Ross Cowan 2016-07-20
In AD 312, the Roman world was divided between four emperors. The
most ambitious was Constantine, who sought to eliminate his rivals and
reunite the Empire. His first target was Maxentius, who held Rome, the
symbolic heart of the Empire. Inspired by a dream sent by the Christian
God, at the Milvian Bridge region just north of Rome, he routed
Maxentius' army and pursued the fugitives into the river Tiber. The
victory secured Constantine's hold on the western half of the Roman
Empire and confirmed his Christian faith, but many details of this famous
battle remain obscured. This new volume identifies the location of the
battlefield and explains the tactics Constantine used to secure a victory
that triggered the fundamental shift from paganism to Christianity.
Caudine Forks 321 BC - Nic Fields 2021-03-18
In its long history, the Roman Republic suffered many defeats, but none
as humiliating as the Caudine Forks in the summer of 321 BC. Rome had
been at war with the Samnites – one of early Rome's most formidable
foes – since 326 BC in what would turn out to be a long and bitter
conflict now known as the Second Samnite War. The rising, rival Italic
powers vied for supremacy in central and southern Italy, and their
leaders were contemplating the conquest of the entire Italian peninsula.
Driven by the ambitions of Titus Veturius Calvinus and Spurius
Postumius Albinus, Roman forces were determined to inflict a crippling
blow on the Samnites, but their combined armies were instead surprised,
surrounded, and forced to surrender by the Samnites led by Gavius
Pontius. The Roman soldiers, citizens of Rome to a man, were required to
quit the field by passing under the yoke of spears in a humiliating ritual
worse than death itself. This new study, using specially commissioned
artwork and maps, analyses why the Romans were so comprehensively
defeated at the Caudine Forks, and explains why the protracted

aftermath of their dismal defeat was so humiliating and how it spurred
them on to their eventual triumph over the Samnites. With this in mind,
this study will widen its focus to take account of other major events in
the Second Samnite War.
Caesar's Seventh Campaign in Gaul, B.C. 52 - Julius Caesar 1907
The Jewish Revolt AD 66–74 - Si Sheppard 2013-10-20
In AD 66 a local disturbance in Caesarea caused by Greeks sacrificing
birds in front of a local synagogue exploded into a pan-Jewish revolt
against their Roman overlords. Gaining momentum, the rebels
successfully occupied Jerusalem and drove off an attack by the Roman
legate of Syria, Cestus Gallius, who was defeated at the battle of Beth
Horon. The emperor Nero dispatched the Roman general Vespasian
along with reinforcements and, having crushed the revolt in Galilee he
became embroiled in the events of the Year of the Four Emperors that
would lead to his assumption of the Imperial throne. His son Titus was
left to carry on the war which culminated in the dramatic siege of
Jerusalem in AD 70. Remorselessly, the legions strangled the life out of
the defense street by street, leaving nothing but rubble and ashes in
their wake. The apotheosis of the conflict was the final stand of the last
holdouts in the Temple precinct itself, and the utter annihilation of this,
the physical manifestation of Judaism itself. The last remnants held out in
the mountain fortress of Masada until AD 73 when with the Romans
breaking down the walls the defenders committed mass suicide bringing
the revolt to an end.
Roman Centurions 31 BC–AD 500 - Raffaele D’Amato 2012-02-20
In the years between 31 BC and AD 500 the Romans carved out a mighty
empire stretching from Britain to the deserts of North Africa. The men
who spearheaded this expansion were the centurions, the tough,
professional warriors who led from the front, exerted savage discipline
and provided a role model for the legionaries under their command. This
book, the second volume of a two-part study, reveals the appearance,
weaponry, role and impact of these legendary soldiers during the five
centuries that saw the Roman Empire reach its greatest geographical
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extent under Trajan and Hadrian, only to experience a long decline in the
West in the face of sustained pressure from its 'barbarian' neighbours.
Featuring spectacular full-colour artwork, written by an authority on the
army of the Caesars and informed by a wide range of sculptural, written
and pictorial evidence from right across the Roman world, this book
overturns established wisdom and sheds new light on Rome's most
famous soldiers during the best-known era in its history.
Boudicca’s Rebellion AD 60–61 - Nic Fields 2011-04-19
When the Romans occupied the southern half of Britain in AD 43, the
Iceni tribe quickly allied themselves with the invaders. Having paid
tribute to Rome, they continued to be ruled by their own kings. But 17
years later, when Prasutagus, the king of the Iceni, died, the Romans
decided to incorporate his kingdom into the new province. When his
widow Boudicca protested, she "was flogged and their daughters raped",
sparking one of the most famous rebellions in history. This book tells how
Boudicca raised her people and other tribes in revolt, overran the
provincial towns of Camulodunum (Colchester), Londinium (London) and
Verulamium (St Albans), destroyed the IX Legion, and nearly took control
of the fledgling Roman province, before being finally brought to heel in a
pitched battle at Mancetter.
Alesia 52 BC - Nic Fields 2014-06-20
In 52 BC Caesar's continued strategy of annihilation had engendered a
spirit of desperation, which detonated into a revolt of Gallic tribes under
the leadership of the charismatic young Arvernian noble Vercingetorix.
Major engagements were fought at Noviodunum, Avaricum, and
Gergovia, with the last action being the most serious reverse that Caesar

faced in the whole of the Gallic War. However, Vercingetorix soon
realized that he was unable to match the Romans in pitched battle.
Taking advantage of the tribesmen's superior knowledge of their home
territory, Vercingetorix began a canny policy of small war and defensive
manoeuvres, which gravely hampered Caesar's movements by cutting off
his supplies. For Caesar it was to be a grim summertime – his whole
Gallic enterprise faced disaster. In the event, by brilliant leadership,
force of arms, and occasionally sheer luck, Caesar succeeded in stamping
out the revolt in a long and brutal action culminating in the siege of
Alesia. Vercingetorix finally surrendered and Alesia was to be the last
significant resistance to the Roman will. Never again would a Gallic
warlord independent of Rome hold sway over the Celts of Gaul.
Strasbourg AD 357 - Raffaele D’Amato 2019-05-30
Civil war in the Western Roman Empire between AD 350–53 had left the
frontiers weakly defended, and the major German confederations along
the Rhine – the Franks and Alemanni – took advantage of the situation to
cross the river, destroy the Roman fortifications along it and occupy
parts of Roman Gaul. In 355, the Emperor Constantius appointed his 23year-old cousin Julian as his Caesar in the provinces of Gaul with
command of all troops in the region. Having recaptured the city of
Cologne, Julian planned to trap the Alemanni in a pincer movement, but
when the larger half of his army was forced into retreat, he was left
facing a much larger German force outside the walls of the city of
Strasbourg. This new study relates the events of this epic battle as the
experience and training of the Roman forces prevailed in the face of
overwhelming German numbers.
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