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Is the Poverty Reduction
Growth Facility (PRGF) Living
Up to Its Expectations in
Africa? - 2004
The Role of Agriculture in
Poverty Reduction - Luc J.
Christiaensen 2006
The relative contribution of a
sector to poverty reduction is
shown to depend on its direct
and indirect growth effects as

well as its participation effect.
The paper assesses how these
effects compare between
agriculture and non-agriculture
by reviewing the literature and
by analyzing cross-country
national accounts and poverty
data from household surveys.
Special attention is given to
Sub-Saharan Africa. While the
direct growth effect of
agriculture on poverty
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reduction is likely to be smaller
than that of non-agriculture
(though not because of
inherently inferior productivity
growth), the indirect growth
effect of agriculture (through
its linkages with
nonagriculture) appears
substantial and at least as
large as the reverse feedback
effect. The poor participate
much more in growth in the
agricultural sector, especially
in low-income countries,
resulting in much larger
poverty reduction impact.
Together, these findings
support the overall premise
that enhancing agricultural
productivity is the critical
entry-point in designing
effective poverty reduction
strategies, including in SubSaharan Africa. Yet, to
maximize the poverty reducing
effects, the right agricultural
technology and investments
must be pursued, underscoring
the need for much more
country specific analysis of the
structure and institutional
organization of the rural
economy in designing poverty
reduction strategies.

Rural Poverty in Developing
Countries - Mr.Mahmood
Hasan Khan 2000-04-01
In most developing countries,
poverty is more widespread
and severe in rural than in
urban areas. The author
reviews some important
aspects of rural poverty and
draws key implications for
public policy. He presents a
policy framework for reducing
poverty, taking into account
the functional differences and
overlap between the rural poor.
Several policy options are
delineated and explained,
including stable management
of the macroeconomic
environment, transfer of
assets, investment in and
access to the physical and
social infrastructure, access to
credit and jobs, and provision
of safety nets. Finally, some
guideposts are identified for
assessing strategies to reduce
rural poverty.
World Development Report
2008 - World Bank 2007-10-15
The world's demand for food is
expected to double within the
next 50 years, while the natural
resources that sustain
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agriculture will become
increasingly scarce, degraded,
and vulnerable to the effects of
climate change. In many poor
countries, agriculture accounts
for at least 40 percent of GDP
and 80 percent of employment.
At the same time, about 70
percent of the world's poor live
in rural areas and most depend
on agriculture for their
livelihoods. 'World
Development Report 2008'
seeks to assess where, when,
and how agriculture can be an
effective instrument for
economic development,
especially development that
favors the poor. It examines
several broad questions: How
has agriculture changed in
developing countries in the
past 20 years? What are the
important new challenges and
opportunities for agriculture?
Which new sources of
agricultural growth can be
captured cost effectively in
particular in poor countries
with large agricultural sectors
as in Africa? How can
agricultural growth be made
more effective for poverty
reduction? How can

governments facilitate the
transition of large populations
out of agriculture, without
simply transferring the burden
of rural poverty to urban
areas? How can the natural
resource endowment for
agriculture be protected? How
can agriculture's negative
environmental effects be
contained? This year's report
marks the 30th year the World
Bank has been publishing the
'World Development Report'.
Ghana - International
Monetary Fund 2012-07-27
This volume discusses the
Poverty Reduction Strategy
(GPRS I) and the Growth and
Poverty Reduction Strategy
(GPRS II) that addressed the
critical poverty issues in
Ghana. GPRS I is a
comprehensive policy
document prepared as a
precondition for Ghana under
the Highly Indebted Poor
Country (HIPC) Initiative. The
main component—human
development—targets
improvement for Ghana’s
population to access basic
needs and essential services. A
general assessment shows that
3/22

Ghana has a positive and
significantly stabilized
macroeconomic environment.
Policy Reforms and
Agriculture Development in
Central Asia - Sandjar
Djalalov 2010-11-29
Achieving sustainable
agricultural development is at
the forefront of the poverty
reduction objective of the
Central Asian republics Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
Since independence, the
countries of the Central Asian
region have undergone a series
of transition from centrally
planned economies to a more
market oriented system. Wideranging policy reforms have
been implemented, although in
varying degrees, in the five
Central Asian countries.
Despite great efforts by the
countries and the external
advice and efforts of
international agencies to help
them to follow a dynamic
growth path, the progress in
policy reforms has been
frustratingly slow. Generating
momentum to reorient the

approach and the sequencing
of policy reform packages will
require rethinking of the policy
reform process. This is
particularly so in the food,
agriculture, and natural
resource sectors. This further
requires improved
understanding among the
policymakers, donors, and
international agencies of the
impact of policy alternatives so
that policy reforms and the
speed with which they have
been implemented are
consistent with the objectives
and the social and political
realities of individual countries
in the region. Involving the
local policy research
community in identifying
critical issues and challenges,
setting priorities among them
for food and agricultural and
natural resource policy
research and analysis, and
implementing joint research
studies is the best way to
generate knowledge on the
impact of policy reforms and to
increase ownership of policy
design and implementation.
The Role of Agriculture in
Poverty Reduction - Luc J.
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Christiaensen 2006
The relative contribution of a
sector to poverty reduction is
shown to depend on its direct
and indirect growth effects as
well as its participation effect.
The paper assesses how these
effects compare between
agriculture and non-agriculture
by reviewing the literature and
by analyzing cross-country
national accounts and poverty
data from household surveys.
Special attention is given to
Sub-Saharan Africa. While the
direct growth effect of
agriculture on poverty
reduction is likely to be smaller
than that of non-agriculture
(though not because of
inherently inferior productivity
growth), the indirect growth
effect of agriculture (through
its linkages with
nonagriculture) appears
substantial and at least as
large as the reverse feedback
effect. The poor participate
much more in growth in the
agricultural sector, especially
in low-income countries,
resulting in much larger
poverty reduction impact.
Together, these findings

support the overall premise
that enhancing agricultural
productivity is the critical
entry-point in designing
effective poverty reduction
strategies, including in SubSaharan Africa. Yet, to
maximize the poverty reducing
effects, the right agricultural
technology and investments
must be pursued, underscoring
the need for much more
country specific analysis of the
structure and institutional
organization of the rural
economy in designing poverty
reduction strategies.
Growth, Distribution and
Poverty in Africa - Luc J.
Christiaensen 2002-01-01
This publication analyses
country studies into poverty
dynamics over the past decade
in eight African countries:
Ethiopia, Ghana, Madagascar,
Mauritania, Nigeria, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Using
improved household survey
data, the book provides an
overview of poverty trends and
considers the impact of policy
reforms to promote economic
growth and poverty reduction.
The report highlights the
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importance of the following
factors in the success of
poverty reduction strategies in
Africa: country location, as
some regions have failed to
benefit from economic growth
due to their remoteness; the
role of infrastructure, such as a
viable road network; access to
education and land are key
private endowments in helping
households to benefit from
emerging economic
opportunities; and the
significance of social protection
measures for poverty
outcomes.
Nepal - International Monetary
Fund 2003-11-21
The Joint Staff Assessment on
Nepal’s Poverty Reduction
Strategy Paper (PRSP)
highlights the PRSP process
aimed to provide sustainable
macroeconomic framework,
improving governance and the
overall policy environment. It
reviews the execution of the
envisaged programs,
expenditure planning, public
expenditure management
system, and the effectiveness
of the monitoring system. It
also identifies some

shortcomings of the PRSP that
could be addressed over time
and reflected in the annual
progress reports to ensure that
the strategy is fully effective
and operational.
Policy Reforms and
Agriculture Development in
Central Asia - Sandjar
Djalalov 2008-11-01
Achieving sustainable
agricultural development is at
the forefront of the poverty
reduction objective of the
Central Asian republics Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
Since independence, the
countries of the Central Asian
region have undergone a series
of transition from centrally
planned economies to a more
market oriented system. Wideranging policy reforms have
been implemented, although in
varying degrees, in the five
Central Asian countries.
Despite great efforts by the
countries and the external
advice and efforts of
international agencies to help
them to follow a dynamic
growth path, the progress in
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policy reforms has been
frustratingly slow. Generating
momentum to reorient the
approach and the sequencing
of policy reform packages will
require rethinking of the policy
reform process. This is
particularly so in the food,
agriculture, and natural
resource sectors. This further
requires improved
understanding among the
policymakers, donors, and
international agencies of the
impact of policy alternatives so
that policy reforms and the
speed with which they have
been implemented are
consistent with the objectives
and the social and political
realities of individual countries
in the region. Involving the
local policy research
community in identifying
critical issues and challenges,
setting priorities among them
for food and agricultural and
natural resource policy
research and analysis, and
implementing joint research
studies is the best way to
generate knowledge on the
impact of policy reforms and to
increase ownership of policy

design and implementation.
Revisiting Growth and Poverty
Reduction in Indonesia - A. M.
Balisacan 2002
Indonesia has an impressive
record of economic growth and
poverty reduction over the past
2 decades. The growth-poverty
nexus appears strong at the
aggregate level. Newly
constructed panel data on the
country's 285 districts,
however, reveal huge
differences in poverty changes,
subnational economic growth,
and local attributes. Results of
econometric analysis show that
besides growth, other factors
directly influence the welfare
of the poor, apart from their
impact on growth itself. Among
the critical ones are
infrastructure, human capital,
ag. price incentives, and access
to technology. Thus, while
fostering economic growth is
evidently crucial, a more
complete poverty reduction
strategy should take into
account these relevant factors.
Rwanda - International
Monetary Fund 2003-06-27
This paper assesses Rwanda’s
First Review Under the Three7/22

Year Arrangement Under the
Poverty Reduction and Growth
Facility (PRGF) and Request
for Waiver of Performance
Criteria. Performance under
the PRGF-supported program
has been encouraging.
However, poverty is pervasive,
and the economy, which
remains heavily dependent on
rain-fed agriculture and
external assistance, is
vulnerable to changes in
climate and in international
developments. The 2003
program supports critical
operations envisaged under the
Poverty Reduction Strategy
Paper, including the transition
to democracy and military
demobilization.
Agricultural Growth for the
Poor - World Bank 2005
The majority of the world's
poor depend directly or
indirectly on agriculture.
Despite the strong linkages
between broad-based
agricultural growth and
poverty reduction,
international support to
agriculture sharply declined
from the late 1980s. The need
to raise agriculture's

prominence in the development
agenda has never been greater.
This book seeks to articulate
the World Bank's Rural
Strategy on agriculture to the
wider development community.
It provides decision makers
with the rationale for
supporting agriculture by
presenting the lessons learned
on the policies, institutions,
and priority investments that
can sustain pro-poor
agricultural growth.
Biodiversity Conservation and
Poverty Alleviation - Dilys Roe
2012-11-16
Biodiversity conservation and
poverty alleviation are
bothimportant societal goals
demanding increasing
internationalattention. While
they may seem to be unrelated,
the internationalpolicy
frameworks that guide action
to address them make
anexplicit assumption that
conserving biodiversity will
help totackle global poverty.
Part of the Conservation
Science andPractice Series
published with the Zoological
Society ofLondon, this book
explores the validity of that
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assumption. Thebook
addresses a number of critical
questions: Which aspects of
biodiversity are of value to the
poor? Does the relationship
between biodiversity and
poverty differaccording to
particular ecological
conditions? How do different
conservation interventions vary
in theirpoverty impacts? How
do distributional and
institutional issues affect
thepoverty impacts of
interventions? How do broader
issues such as climate change
and the globaleconomic system
affect the biodiversity –
povertyrelationship at different
scales? This volume will be of
interest to policy-makers,
practitionersand researchers
concerned with understanding
the potential -and limitations of integrated approaches to
biodiversityconservation and
poverty alleviation.
Democratic Republic of
Timor-Leste - International
Monetary Fund 2005-07-25
The Joint Staff Advisory Note
focuses on the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper
(PRSP) for the Democratic

Republic of Timor-Leste. It
highlights that the authorities
are presenting Timor-Leste’s
National Development Plan
2002 (NDP) and associated
implementation documents to
the Boards to indicate the
progress achieved by the
country during the past three
years. The note outlines key
elements in NDP design and
implementation, and identifies
key challenges faced in NDP
implementation. It also
provides suggestions for both
strengthening the strategy and
addressing implementation
risks.
Poverty in the Philippines Asian Development Bank
2009-12-01
Against the backdrop of the
global financial crisis and
rising food, fuel, and
commodity prices, addressing
poverty and inequality in the
Philippines remains a
challenge. The proportion of
households living below the
official poverty line has
declined slowly and unevenly in
the past four decades, and
poverty reduction has been
much slower than in
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neighboring countries such as
the People's Republic of China,
Indonesia, Thailand, and Viet
Nam. Economic growth has
gone through boom and bust
cycles, and recent episodes of
moderate economic expansion
have had limited impact on the
poor. Great inequality across
income brackets, regions, and
sectors, as well as unmanaged
population growth, are
considered some of the key
factors constraining poverty
reduction efforts. This
publication analyzes the causes
of poverty and recommends
ways to accelerate poverty
reduction and achieve more
inclusive growth. it also
provides an overview of
current government responses,
strategies, and achievements in
the fight against poverty and
identifies and prioritizes future
needs and interventions. The
analysis is based on current
literature and the latest
available data, including the
2006 Family Income and
Expenditure Survey.
Poverty Reduction Policies and
Practices in Developing Asia Almas Heshmati 2015-03-31

This book looks at the major
policy challenges facing
developing Asia and how the
region sustains rapid economic
growth to reduce
multidimensional poverty
through socially inclusive and
environmentally sustainable
measures. Asia is facing many
challenges arising from
population growth, rapid
urbanization, provision of
services, climate change and
the need to redress declining
growth after the global
financial crisis. This book
examines poverty and related
issues and aims to advance the
development of new tools and
measurement of
multidimensional poverty and
poverty reduction policy
analysis. The book covers a
wide range of issues, including
determinants and causes of
poverty and its changes;
consequences and impacts of
poverty on human capital
formation, growth and
consumption; assessment of
poverty strategies and policies;
the role of government, NGOs
and other institutions in
poverty reduction; rural-urban
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migration and poverty;
vulnerability to poverty;
breakdown of poverty into
chronic and transitory
components; and a
comparative study on poverty
issues in Asia and other
regions. The book will appeal
to all those interested in
economic development,
resources, policies and
economic welfare and growth.
Accelerating Poverty Reduction
in Africa - Kathleen Beegle
2019-10-09
Sub-Saharan Africa's
turnaround over the past
couple of decades has been
dramatic. After many years in
decline, the continent's
economy picked up in the
mid-1990s. Along with this
macroeconomic growth, people
became healthier, many more
youngsters attended schools,
and the rate of extreme poverty
declined from 54 percent in
1990 to 41 percent in 2015.
Political and social freedoms
expanded, and gender equality
advanced. Conflict in the
region also subsided, although
it still claims thousands of
civilian lives in some countries

and still drives pressing
numbers of displaced persons.
Despite Africa’s widespread
economic and social welfare
accomplishments, the region’s
challenges remain daunting:
Economic growth has slowed in
recent years. Poverty rates in
many countries are the highest
in the world. And notably, the
number of poor in Africa is
rising because of population
growth. From a global
perspective, the biggest
concentration of poverty has
shifted from South Asia to
Africa. Accelerating Poverty
Reduction in Africa explores
critical policy entry points to
address the demographic,
societal, and political drivers of
poverty; improve incomeearning opportunities both on
and off the farm; and better
mobilize resources for the
poor. It looks beyond
macroeconomic stability and
growth—critical yet insufficient
components of these
objectives—to ask what more
could be done and where policy
makers should focus their
attention to speed up poverty
reduction. The pro-poor policy
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agenda advanced in this
volume requires not only
economic growth where the
poor work and live, but also
mitigation of the many risks to
which African households are
exposed. As such, this report
takes a "jobs" lens to its task. It
focuses squarely on the
productivity and livelihoods of
the poor and vulnerable—that
is, what it will take to increase
their earnings. Finally, it
presents a road map for
financing the poverty and
development agenda.
Review of the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper
Approach - Early Experience
with Interim PRSPs and Full
PRSPs - International Monetary
Fund 2002-03-26
NULL
Farming Systems and
Poverty - John A. Dixon 2001
A joint FAO and World Bank
study which shows how the
farming systems approach can
be used to identify priorities for
the reduction of hunger and
poverty in the main farming
systems of the six major
developing regions of the
world.

Growth and Poverty in SubSaharan Africa - Channing
Arndt 2016
"A study prepared by the
United Nations University
World Institute for
Development Economics
Research (UNU-WIDER)."
Malawi - International
Monetary Fund 2012-08-03
The Malawi Growth and
Development Strategy II
(MGDS-II) is a poverty
reduction strategy for the
period 2006–11, which is aimed
at fulfilling Malawi’s future
developmental
aspiration—Vision 2020. The
strategy identifies broad
thematic areas and key priority
areas to bring about sustained
economic growth. A striking
feature of this strategy is that
the various governmental
organizations, private sector,
and general public are equal
stakeholders. However,
successful implementation of
MGDS-II will largely depend on
sound macroeconomic
management and a stable
political environment.
Islamic Republic of
Mauritania - International
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Monetary Fund 2007-02-02
This Joint Staff Advisory Note
provides World Bank and IMF
staff analysis, and advices on
key priorities to be
strengthened during the
implementation of the second
Poverty Reduction Strategy
Paper (PRSP-2) in Mauritania.
The PRSP-2 conveys an
ambitious poverty reduction
strategy based on a set of
sound macroeconomic,
structural, and sectoral policies
to be implemented by 2015.
The achievement of the PRSP-2
objectives will be difficult and
will require a better
prioritization in the context of
absorptive capacity constraints
and increasing and highly
volatile public resources.
Priorities and Strategies in
Rural Poverty Reduction Diana Alarcón González 2004
Rural Poverty in Developing
Countries - Mr.Mahmood
Hasan Khan 2001-03-14
Reviews causes of poverty in
rural areas and presents a
policy framework for reducing
rural poverty, including
through land reform, public

works programs, access to
credit, physical and social
infrastructure, subsidies, and
transfer of technology.
Identifies key elements for
drafting a policy to reduce
rural poverty.
Integrating Ecology and
Poverty Reduction - Jane Carter
Ingram 2014-04-13
In the past, the science of
ecology has frequently been
excluded from the development
agenda for various reasons.
Increasingly however there has
been a renewed interest in
finding more ecologically
sustainable means of
development that have
required a strong foundation in
ecological knowledge (for
example EcoAgriculture
Partnerships, EcoHealth
presented at ESA, and
EcoNutrition proposed by
Deckelbaum et al). Each of
these examples has already
taken the critical first step at
integrating ecological
knowledge with agriculture,
health and nutrition,
respectively. However, this is
only the first step; more
attention needs to be placed
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not only on the role that two
fields can play towards poverty
alleviation, but on the role of a
truly integrated,
interdisciplinary approach
towards development goals
that is firmly grounded in
ecological understanding. We
feel that a critical look at what
ecology can and cannot provide
to the development agenda, in
light of the Millennium
Development goals, is timely
and crucial. The introduction
and the final section of the
book will then integrate the
lessons and principles outlined
in each of the chapters. All
chapter authors will be heavily
encouraged to focus on how
their sub-discipline in ecology
impacts overall human wellbeing and environmental
sustainability.
Agriculture in Africa - Luc
Christiaensen 2017-10-25
Stylized facts set agendas and
shape debates. In rapidly
changing and data scarce
environments, they also risk
being ill-informed, outdated
and misleading. So, following
higher food prices since the
2008 world food crisis, robust

economic growth and rapid
urbanization, and climatic
change, is conventional wisdom
about African agriculture and
rural livelihoods still accurate?
Or is it more akin to myth than
fact? The essays in
“Agriculture in Africa †“ Telling
Myths from Facts†? aim to set
the record straight. They
exploit newly gathered,
nationally representative, georeferenced information at the
household and plot level, from
six African countries. In these
new Living Standard
Measurement Study-Integrated
Surveys on Agriculture, every
aspect of farming and nonfarming life is queried—from
the plots farmers cultivate, the
crops they grow, the harvest
that is achieved, and the inputs
they use, to all the other
sources of income they rely on
and the risks they face.
Together the surveys cover
more than 40 percent of the
Sub-Saharan African
population. In all, sixteen
conventional wisdoms are
examined, relating to four
themes: the extent of farmer’s
engagement in input, factor
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and product markets; the role
of off-farm activities; the
technology and farming
systems used; and the risk
environment farmers face.
Some striking surprises, in true
myth-busting fashion, emerge.
And a number of new issues
are also thrown up. The studies
bring a more refined,
empirically grounded
understanding of the complex
reality of African agriculture.
They also confirm that
investing in regular, nationally
representative data collection
yields high social returns.
Agricultural development: New
perspectives in a changing
world - Otsuka, Keijiro, ed.
2021-01-14
Agricultural Development: New
Perspectives in a Changing
World is the first
comprehensive exploration of
key emerging issues facing
developing-country agriculture
today, from rapid urbanization
to rural transformation to
climate change. In this fourpart volume, top experts offer
the latest research in the field
of agricultural development.
Using new lenses to examine

today’s biggest challenges,
contributors address topics
such as nutrition and health,
gender and household decisionmaking, agrifood value chains,
natural resource management,
and political economy. The
book also covers most
developing regions, providing a
critical global perspective at a
time when many pressing
challenges extend beyond
national borders. Tying all this
together, Agricultural
Development explores policy
options and strategies for
developing sustainable
agriculture and reducing food
insecurity and malnutrition.
The changing global landscape
combined with new and better
data, technologies, and
understanding means that
agriculture can and must
contribute to a wider range of
development outcomes than
ever before, including reducing
poverty, ensuring adequate
nutrition, creating strong food
value chains, improving
environmental sustainability,
and promoting gender equity
and equality. Agricultural
Development: New
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Perspectives in a Changing
World, with its unprecedented
breadth and scope, will be an
indispensable resource for the
next generation of
policymakers, researchers, and
students dedicated to
improving agriculture for
global wellbeing.
Food Security and Poverty
Reduction in Nigeria - David
Bauchi 2013
Food security and poverty
reduction, a critical assessment
is an insightful text that takes a
critical insight into scourge of
poverty in an attempt to reduce
poverty. poverty remains the
greatest challenge in BenueNigeria of late, poverty has
eaten deep into the fabrics of
the society and one of the core
effects of poverty is food
insecurity. This text tries to
analyze how poverty can be
reduced through food security.
thus the importance of food
security to any nation can
never be underestimated. the
study strongly suggest that the
government of Nigeria should
pay more attention to
agriculture in order to be able
to feed its populace- self

sufficiency and making
agriculture a lucrative and
viable venture for young people
to vent into so as to create
employment.
Promotion of Rural
Employment for Poverty
Reduction - 2008
This report adopts a decent
work perspective to approach
the challenge of promoting
employment and reducing
poverty in rural areas by
examining issues of
employment, social protection,
rights and social dialogue in
rural areas in an integrated
way.
Uganda - International
Monetary Fund 2005
This paper discusses Uganda's
Poverty Eradication Action
Plan (PEAP) 2004/05-2007/08.
The PEAP provides an
overarching framework to
guide public action to eradicate
poverty. It has been prepared
through a consultative process
involving central and local
government, parliament,
donors, and civil society. The
PEAP aims at contributing
toward transforming Uganda
into a middle-income country.

16/22

The government's strategy in
the short term is aimed at
strengthening both agriculture
and manufacturing. For
agriculture, critical
interventions include
infrastructure, information and
support to farmers' marketing.
For manufacturing, the
government will strengthen
infrastructure, improve
governance, and boost the
education of the workforce.
Innovation for inclusive valuechain development - Devaux,
André 2016-10-21
Governments,
nongovernmental
organizations, donors, and the
private sector have
increasingly embraced valuechain development (VCD) for
stimulating economic growth
and combating rural poverty.
Innovation for Inclusive ValueChain Development: Successes
and Challenges helps to fill the
current gap in systematic
knowledge about how well VCD
has performed, related tradeoffs or undesired effects, and
which combinations of VCD
elements are most likely to
reduce poverty and deliver on

overall development goals. This
book uses case studies to
examine a range of VCD
experiences. Approaching the
subject from various angles, it
looks at new linkages to
markets and the role of farmer
organizations and contract
farming in raising productivity
and access to markets, the
minimum assets requirement
to participate in VCD, the role
of multi-stakeholder platforms
in VCD, and how to measure
and identify successful VCD
interventions. The book also
explores the challenges
livestock-dependent people
face; how urbanization and
advancing technologies affect
linkages; ways to increase
gender inclusion and economic
growth; and the different roles
various types of platforms play
in VCD.
Growth and Productivity in
Agriculture and
Agribusiness - 2011
The report assesses the World
Bank Group?s support for
growth and productivity in the
agriculture sector. Enhancing
agricultural growth and
productivity is essential to
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meeting the worldwide demand
for food and to reducing
poverty, particularly in the
poorest developing countries.
Between 1998 and 2008, the
period covered by this
evaluation, the World Bank
Group (WBG) provided $23.7
billion in financing for
agriculture and agribusiness in
108 countries (roughly 8
percent of total WBG
financing), spanning areas
from irrigation and marketing
to research and extension.
However, this was a time of
declining focus on agricultural
growth and productivity by
both countries and donors. The
cost of inadequate attention to
agriculture, especially in
agriculture-based economies,
came into focus with the food
crisis of 2007-08. The crisis
added momentum to an
emerging renewal of attention
and stepped-up financing to
agriculture and agribusiness at
the World Bank and
International Finance
Corporation (IFC), as well as at
several multilateral and
bilateral agencies. World Bank
financing rose two and a half

times from 2008 to 2009,
though that increase in lending
seems to have been
accompanied by a decline in
analytical work, which this
review finds valuable for
results. This evaluation seeks
to provide lessons from
successes and failures to help
improve the development
impact of the renewed
attention to the sector. Ratings
against the World Bank?s
stated objectives and IFC?s
market-based benchmarks for
agriculture and agribusiness
projects have been equal to or
above portfolio averages in
East Asia, Latin America, and
the transition economies in
Europe, with notable successes
over a long period in China and
India. But performance of WBG
interventions has been well
below average in Sub-Saharan
Africa, where IFC has had little
engagement in agribusiness.
Inconsistent client commitment
and weak capacity have limited
the effectiveness of WBG
support in agriculture-based
economies, particularly in SubSaharan Africa, and constraints
on staffing and internal
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coordination within the WBG
have also hurt outcomes.
Financial sustainability has
been constrained by
insufficient government
funding and the difficulty of
maintaining agricultural
services and infrastructure.
The WBG has a unique
opportunity to match the
increases in the financing for
agriculture with sharper focus
on improving agricultural
growth and productivity in
agriculture-based economies,
notably in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Greater effort will be needed to
connect sectoral interventions
and achieve synergies from
public and private sector
interventions; to build capacity
and knowledge exchange; to
take stock of experience in
rain-fed agriculture; to ensure
attention to financial
sustainability and to crosscutting issues of gender,
environmental and social
impacts, and climate; and to
better integrate WBG support
at the global and regional
levels with that at the country
level.
Dynamics of Rural Growth

in Bangladesh - Madhur
Gautam 2016-06-28
The rural economy in
Bangladesh has powerfully
advanced economic growth and
substantially reduced poverty,
especially since 2000, but the
remarkable transformation and
unprecedented dynamism in
rural Bangladesh remain an
underexplored,
underappreciated, and largely
untold story. Dynamics of Rural
Growth in Bangladesh:
Sustaining Poverty Reduction
tells that story and inquires
what specific actions
Bangladesh might take—given
the residual poverty and
persistent malnutrition—to
accelerate and channel its
rural dynamism to sustain the
gains in eliminating poverty,
achieving shared prosperity,
and advancing national
aspirations to achieve middleincome status. The central
element of this study,
undertaken with the
Government of Bangladesh
Planning Commission to
address key questions elicited
through extensive consultation,
is an empirical analysis that
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illuminates the underlying
dynamics of rural growth,
particularly the role of
agriculture and its relationship
to the nonfarm economy. Using
all sources of data available for
the macro-, meso-, and
microhousehold levels, the
analysis provides new evidence
on changes in the rural
economy and the principal
drivers of rural incomes. It also
examines market performance
for high-value agricultural
products and
agriculture†“nutrition linkages,
based on new surveys and
analysis. The resulting
evidence, examined in light of
the rich knowledge of rural
development in Bangladesh, is
used to delineate the
implications for policy and the
strategic priorities for
sustaining future rural
development, poverty
reduction, food security, and
nutrition. The effects of policy
reforms, changes in
technology, and investments in
infrastructure and human
capital described here, along
with the persistent enterprise
of rural Bangladeshi

households, offer a compelling
case study of how mutually
reinforcing actions can trigger
the highly-sought-after virtuous
cycle of rural development. The
findings clearly demonstrate
the pro-poor nature of
agricultural growth and its
catalytic role in stimulating the
rural nonfarm economy. They
show that households have no
linear or predictable pathway
out of poverty; instead, they
wisely employ a combination of
farm and nonfarm income
strategies to climb out of, and
then stay out of, poverty. The
results represent a strong
contribution to the global
thinking on rural
transformation and on how
agriculture in particular
sustains the economic
momentum that fosters poverty
reduction and more
widespread prosperity.
Economic Growth and Poverty
Reduction in Sub-Saharan
Africa - Andrew D. McKay 2015
Based on the results of a major
collaborative research project
led by the African Economics
Research Consortium.
Down to Earth - Luc J.
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Christiaensen 2007
This book contributes to the
debate about the role of
agriculture in poverty
reduction by addressing three
sets of questions: Does
investing in agriculture
enhance/harm overall
economic growth, and if so,
under what conditions? Do
poor people tend to participate
more/less in growth in
agriculture than in growth in
other sectors, and if so, when?
If a focus on agriculture would
tend to yield larger
participation by the poor, but
slower overall growth, which
strategy would tend to have the
largest payoff in terms of
poverty reduction, and under
which conditions?
Towards Effective Poverty
Reduction - V. M. Rao 2004
The Role of Institutions in
Poverty Reduction - Sharon
L. Holt 1991
Institutional development is
critical to growth and
sustainable poverty reduction.
Institutions that reach the poor
and help them to participate in
economic growth are typically

flexible, involve intended
beneficiaries, and employ a
variety of government,
nongovernment, and local
organizations.
Markets and Rural Poverty Jonathan Mitchell 2011
First Published in 2011.
Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Agricultural Price Distortions,
Inequality, and Poverty - Kym
Anderson 2010-03-17
The prices of farm products are
crucial determinants of the
extent of poverty and
inequality in the world. The
vast majority of the world s
poorest households depend to a
considerable extent on farming
for their incomes, while food
represents a large component
of the consumption of all poor
households. For generations,
food prices have been heavily
distorted by government
policies in high-income and
developing countries. Many
countries began to reform their
agricultural price and trade
policies in the 1980s, but
government policy intervention
is still considerable and still
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favors farmers in high-income
countries at the expense of
many farmers in developing
countries. What would be the
poverty and inequality
consequences of the removal of
the remaining distortions to
agricultural incentives? This
question is of great relevance
to governments in evaluating
ways to engage in multilateral
and regional trade negotiations
or to improve their own
policies unilaterally.
'Agricultural Price Distortions,
Inequality, and Poverty'
analyzes the effects of
agricultural and trade policies
around the world on national
and regional economic welfare,
on income inequality among
and within countries, and on
the level and incidence of
poverty in developing
countries. The studies include
economy-wide analyses of the
inequality and poverty effects
of own-country policies

compared with rest-of-theworld policies for 10 individual
developing countries in three
continents. This book also
includes three chapters that
each use a separate global
economic model to examine the
effects of policies on aggregate
poverty and the distribution of
poverty across many identified
developing countries. This
study is motivated by two
policy issues: first, the World
Trade Organization s struggle
to conclude the Doha Round of
multilateral trade negotiations,
in which agricultural policy
reform is, again, one of the
most contentious topics in the
talks and, second, the struggle
of the developing countries to
achieve their Millennium
Development Goals by 2015
notably the alleviation of
hunger and poverty which
depends crucially on policies
that affect agricultural
incentives.
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