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A Cultural History of Objects in the Modern Age - Laurie Wilkie 2022-08-31
A Cultural History of Objects in the Modern Age covers the period 1900 to today, a time marked by massive
global changes in production, transportation, and information-sharing in a post-colonial world. New
materials and inventions - from plastics to the digital to biotechnology - have created unprecedented scales
of disruption, shifting and blurring the categories and meanings of the object. If the 20th century
demonstrated that humans can be treated like things whilst things can become ever more human, where
will the 21st century take us? The 6 volume set of the Cultural History of Objects examines how objects
have been created, used, interpreted and set loose in the world over the last 2500 years. Over this time, the
West has developed particular attitudes to the material world, at the centre of which is the idea of the
object. The themes covered in each volume are objecthood; technology; economic objects; everyday objects;
art; architecture; bodily objects; object worlds. Laurie A. Wilkie is Professor at the University of CaliforniaBerkeley, USA. John M. Chenoweth, is Associate Professor at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, USA.
Volume 6 in the Cultural History of Objects set. General Editors: Dan Hicks and William Whyte
Plastic - Susan Freinkel 2011-04-18
“This eloquent, elegant book thoughtfully plumbs the . . . consequences of our dependence on plastics” (The
Boston Globe, A Best Nonfiction Book of 2011). From pacemakers to disposable bags, plastic built the
modern world. But a century into our love affair, we’re starting to realize it’s not such a healthy
relationship. As journalist Susan Freinkel points out in this eye-opening book, we’re at a crisis point.
Plastics draw on dwindling fossil fuels, leach harmful chemicals, litter landscapes, and destroy marine life.
We’re drowning in the stuff, and we need to start making some hard choices. Freinkel tells her story
through eight familiar plastic objects: a comb, a chair, a Frisbee, an IV bag, a disposable lighter, a grocery
bag, a soda bottle, and a credit card. With a blend of lively anecdotes and analysis, she sifts through
scientific studies and economic data, reporting from China and across the United States to assess the real
impact of plastic on our lives. Her conclusion is severe, but not without hope. Plastic points the way toward
a new creative partnership with the material we love, hate, and can’t seem to live without. “When you write
about something so ubiquitous as plastic, you must be prepared to write in several modes, and Freinkel
rises to this task. . . . She manages to render the most dull chemical reaction into vigorous, breathless
sentences.” —SF Gate “Freinkel’s smart, well-written analysis of this love-hate relationship is likely to make
plastic lovers take pause, plastic haters reluctantly realize its value, and all of us understand the
importance of individual action, political will, and technological innovation in weaning us off our addiction
to synthetics.” —Publishers Weekly “A compulsively interesting story. Buy it (with cash).” —Bill McKibben,
author of The End of Nature “What a great read—rigorous, smart, inspiring, and as seductive as plastic
itself.” —Karim Rashid, designer
Consuming Power - David E. Nye 1999-02-18
Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in normal activities. How
did the United States become the world's largest consumer of energy? David Nye shows that this is less a
question about the development of technology than it is a question about the development of culture. In
Consuming Power, Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in
normal activities. He looks at how these activities changed as new energy systems were constructed, from
colonial times to recent years. He also shows how, as Americans incorporated new machines and processes

into their lives, they became ensnared in power systems that were not easily changed: they made choices
about the conduct of their lives, and those choices accumulated to produce a consuming culture. Nye
examines a sequence of large systems that acquired and then lost technological momentum over the course
of American history, including water power, steam power, electricity, the internal-combustion engine,
atomic power, and computerization. He shows how each system became part of a larger set of social
constructions through its links to the home, the factory, and the city. The result is a social history of
America as seen through the lens of energy consumption.
American History: A Very Short Introduction - Paul S. Boyer 2012-08-16
In a miracle of concision, Paul S. Boyer provides a wide-ranging and authoritative history of America,
capturing in a compact space the full story of our nation. Ranging from the earliest Native American
settlers to the presidency of Barack Obama, this Very Short Introduction offers an illuminating account of
politics, diplomacy, and war as well as the full spectrum of social, cultural, and scientific developments that
shaped our country. Here is a masterful picture of Americas achievements and failures, large-scale sociohistorical forces, and pivotal events. Boyer sheds light on the colonial era, the Revolution and the birth of
the new nation; slavery and the Civil War; Reconstruction and the Gilded Age; the Progressive era, the
Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression; the two world wars and the Cold War that followed; right up to
the tragedy of 9/11, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the epoch-making election of Barack Obama.
Certain broad trends shape much of the narrative--immigration, urbanization, slavery, continental
expansion, the global projection of U.S. power, the centrality of religion, the progression from an agrarian
to an industrial to a post-industrial economic order. Yet in underscoring such large themes, Boyer also
highlights the diversity of the American experience, the importance of individual actors, and the crucial role
of race, ethnicity, gender, and social class in shaping the contours of specific groups within the nations
larger tapestry. And along the way, he touches upon the cultural milestones of American history, from Tom
Paines The Crisis to Allen Ginsbergs Howl. American History: A Very Short Introduction is a panoramic
history of the United States, one that covers virtually every topic of importance--and yet can be read in a
single day.
The Oxford Handbook of the New Cultural History of Music - Jane F. Fulcher 2013-12
This volume demonstrates a new approach to cultural history, as it now being practiced by both historians
and musicologists, and the field's quest to grasp the realms of human experience, understanding,
communication and meaning through the study of music and of musical practices. The contributors employ
a resonant new methodological synthesis which combines the theoretical perspectives drawn from the "new
cultural history" and "new musicology" of the 1980s with recent social, sociological, and anthropological
theories.
The Unpredictable Past - Lawrence W. Levine 1993
This collection of fourteen stimulating, insightful essays by Lawrence Levine, one of our most original
American historians, covers American history, historiography, aspects of black culture, and American
popular culture during the Great Depression.
Gathering Moss - Robin Wall Kimmerer 2021-07
"Living at the limits of our ordinary perception, mosses are a common but largely unnoticed element of the
natural world. Gathering moss is a mix of science and personal reflection that invites readers to explore and
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learn from the elegantly simple lives of mosses. In this series of linked personal essays, Robin Kimmerer
leads general readers and scientists alike to an understanding of how mosses live and how their lives are
intertwined with the lives of countless other beings. Kimmerer explains the biology of mosses clearly and
artfully, while at the same time reflecting on what these fascinating organisms have to teach us. Drawing
on her experiences as a scientist, a mother, and a Native American, Kimmerer explains the stories of
mosses in scientific terms as well as in the framework of indigenous ways of knowing. In her book, the
natural history and cultural relationships of mosses become a powerful metaphor for ways of living in the
world"--Publisher's description.
The Routledge Companion to Cultural History in the Western World - Alessandro Arcangeli
2020-09-02
The Routledge Companion to Cultural History in the Western World is a comprehensive examination of
recent discussions and findings in the exciting field of cultural history. A synthesis of how the new cultural
history has transformed the study of history, the volume is divided into three parts – medieval, early
modern and modern – that emphasize the way people made sense of the world around them. Contributions
cover such themes as material cultures of living, mobility and transport, cultural exchange and transfer,
power and conflict, emotion and communication, and the history of the senses. The focus is on the Western
world, but the notion of the West is a flexible one. In bringing together 36 authors from 15 countries, the
book takes a wide geographical coverage, devoting continuous attention to global connections and the
emerging trend of globalization. It builds a panorama of the transformation of Western identities, and the
critical ramifications of that evolution from the Middle Ages to the twenty-first century, that offers the
reader a wide-ranging illustration of the potentials of cultural history as a way of studying the past in a
variety of times, spaces and aspects of human experience. Engaging with historiographical debate and
covering a vast range of themes, periods and places, The Routledge Companion to Cultural History in the
Western World is the ideal resource for cultural history students and scholars to understand and advance
this dynamic field.
The American Dream - Lawrence R. Samuel 2012-08-27
There is no better way to understand America than by understanding the cultural history of the American
Dream. Rather than just a powerful philosophy or ideology, the Dream is thoroughly woven into the fabric
of everyday life, playing a vital role in who we are, what we do, and why we do it. No other idea or
mythology has as much influence on our individual and collective lives. Tracing the history of the phrase in
popular culture, Samuel gives readers a field guide to the evolution of our national identity over the last
eighty years. Samuel tells the story chronologically, revealing that there have been six major eras of the
mythology since the phrase was coined in 1931. Relying mainly on period magazines and newspapers as his
primary source material, the author demonstrates that journalists serving on the front lines of the scene
represent our most valuable resource to recover unfiltered stories of the Dream. The problem, Samuel
reveals, is that it does not exist; the Dream is just that, a product of our imagination. That it is not real
ultimately turns out to be the most significant finding and what makes the story most compelling.
American Fatherhood - Lawrence R. Samuel 2015-11-05
This book traces changes in what it means to be a dad in America, from the 1960s through today. Beginning
with an overview of fatherhood in America from the “founding fathers” through the 1950s, the book
progresses to the role of fathers as they were encouraged to move beyond being simply providers to
becoming more engaged parents.
Crap - Wendy A. Woloson 2020-10-05
Crap. We all have it. Filling drawers. Overflowing bins and baskets. Proudly displayed or stuffed in boxes in
basements and garages. Big and small. Metal, fabric, and a whole lot of plastic. So much crap. Abundant
cheap stuff is about as American as it gets. And it turns out these seemingly unimportant consumer goods
offer unique insights into ourselves—our values and our desires. In Crap: A History of Cheap Stuff in
America, Wendy A. Woloson takes seriously the history of objects that are often cynically-made and easy to
dismiss: things not made to last; things we don't really need; things we often don't even really want.
Woloson does not mock these ordinary, everyday possessions but seeks to understand them as a way to
understand aspects of ourselves, socially, culturally, and economically: Why do we—as individuals and as a

culture—possess these things? Where do they come from? Why do we want them? And what is the true cost
of owning them? Woloson tells the history of crap from the late eighteenth century up through today,
exploring its many categories: gadgets, knickknacks, novelty goods, mass-produced collectibles, giftware,
variety store merchandise. As Woloson shows, not all crap is crappy in the same way—bric-a-brac is crappy
in a different way from, say, advertising giveaways, which are differently crappy from commemorative
plates. Taking on the full brilliant and depressing array of crappy material goods, the book explores the
overlooked corners of the American market and mindset, revealing the complexity of our relationship with
commodity culture over time. By studying crap rather than finely made material objects, Woloson shows us
a new way to truly understand ourselves, our national character, and our collective psyche. For all its
problems, and despite its disposability, our crap is us.
Act Natural - Jennifer Traig 2019-01-08
From a distinctive, inimitable voice, a wickedly funny and fascinating romp through the strange and often
contradictory history of Western parenting Why do we read our kids fairy tales about homicidal
stepparents? How did helicopter parenting develop if it used to be perfectly socially acceptable to abandon
your children? Why do we encourage our babies to crawl if crawling won’t help them learn to walk? These
are just some of the questions that came to Jennifer Traig when—exhausted, frazzled, and at sea after the
birth of her two children—she began to interrogate the traditional parenting advice she’d been conditioned
to accept at face value. The result is Act Natural, hilarious and deft dissection of the history of Western
parenting, written with the signature biting wit and deep insights Traig has become known for. Moving
from ancient Rome to Puritan New England to the Dr. Spock craze of mid-century America, Traig cheerfully
explores historic and present-day parenting techniques ranging from the misguided, to the nonsensical, to
the truly horrifying. Be it childbirth, breastfeeding, or the ways in which we teach children how to sleep,
walk, eat, and talk, she leaves no stone unturned in her quest for answers: Have our techniques actually
evolved into something better? Or are we still just scrambling in the dark?
Encyclopedia of Contemporary American Culture - Robert Gregg 2005-11-10
As a meeting point for world cultures, the USA is characterized by its breadth and diversity. Acknowledging
that diversity is the fundamental feature of American culture, this volume is organized around a keen
awareness of race, gender, class and space and with over 1,200 alphabetically-arranged entries - spanning
'the American century' from the end of World War II to the present day - the Encyclopedia provides a onestop source for insightful and stimulating coverage of all aspects of that culture. Entries range from short
definitions to longer overview essays and with full cross-referencing, extensive indexing, and a thematic
contents list, this volume provides an essential cultural context for both teachers and students of American
studies, as well as providing fascinating insights into American culture for the general reader. The
suggestions for further reading, which follows most entries, are also invaluable guides to more specialized
sources.
Hillbilly - Anthony Harkins 2005
This text argues that the hillbilly - in his various guises - has been viewed by mainstream Americans
simultaneously as a violent degenerate who threatens the modern order and as a keeper of traditional
values and thus symbolic of a nostalgic past free of the problems of contemporary life.
Design in the USA - Jeffrey L. Meikle 2005-05-05
From the Cadillac to the Apple Mac, the skyscraper to the Tiffany lampshade, the world in which we live
has been profoundly influenced for over a century by the work of American designers. But the product is
only the end of a story that is full of fascinating questions. What has been the social and cultural role of
design in American society? To produce useful things that consumers need? Or to persuade them to buy
things that they don't need? Where does the designer stand in all this? And how has the role of design in
America changed over time, since the early days of the young Republic? Jeffrey Meikle explores the social
and cultural history of American design spanning over two centuries, from the hand-crafted furniture and
objects of the early nineteenth century, through the era of industrialization and the mass production of the
machine age, to the information-based society of the present, covering everything from the Arts and Crafts
movement to Art Deco, modernism to post-modernism, MOMA to the Tupperware bowl.
Rest in Peace - Gary Laderman 2005-02
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Gary Laderman traces the origins of American funeral rituals, & looks at the increasing subordination of
religious figures to the funeral director in the late 20th century, demonstrating that the modern director is
very far from Mitford's manipulator of 'The American Way of Death'.
American Plastic - Jeffrey L. Meikle 1995
"(Meikle) traces the course of plastics from 19th-century celluloid and the first wholly synthetic bakelite, in
1907, through the proliferation of compounds (vinyls, acrylics, nylon, etc.) and recent ecological concerns".-PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. Winner of the 1996 Dexter Prize from the Society for the History of Technology
and a 1996 CHOICE Oustanding Academic Book. 70 illustrations.
The Changing Image of the Sciences - Ida H. Stamhuis 2012-12-06
This volume is written as a reaction to the worldwide decreasing interest in the natural sciences. It
addresses many intriguing questions. How is the changing image of the distinct sciences experienced by
the general public, by the scientists themselves, or in disciplines in which natural sciences are applied?
How can it be connected to the phenomenon of the low number of women in science? It is of interest to
researchers, teachers, and students of natural sciences, the history of science, and philosophy.
Twentieth Century Limited - Jeffrey Meikle 2010-06-04
Classic, indispensable introduction to industrial design in the last century.
Now I Sit Me Down - Witold Rybczynski 2016-08-23
Have you ever wondered where rocking chairs came from, or why cheap plastic chairs are suddenly
everywhere? In Now I Sit Me Down, the distinguished architect and writer Witold Rybczynski chronicles
the history of the chair from the folding stools of pharaonic Egypt to the ubiquitous stackable monobloc
chairs of today. He tells the stories of the inventor of the bentwood chair, Michael Thonet, and of the
creators of the first molded-plywood chair, Charles and Ray Eames. He reveals the history of chairs to be a
social history--of different ways of sitting, of changing manners and attitudes, and of varying tastes. The
history of chairs is the history of who we are. We learn how the ancient Chinese switched from sitting on
the floor to sitting in a chair, and how the iconic chair of Middle America--the Barcalounger--traces its roots
back to the Bauhaus. Rybczynski weaves a rich tapestry that draws on art and design history, personal
experience, and historical accounts. And he pairs these stories with his own delightful hand-drawn
illustrations: colonial rockers and English cabrioles, languorous chaise longues, and no-nonsense ergonomic
task chairs--they're all here. The famous Danish furniture designer Hans Wegner once remarked, "A chair is
only finished when someone sits in it." As Rybczynski tells it, the way we choose to sit and what we choose
to sit on speak volumes about our values, our tastes, and the things we hold dear.
The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Business, Labor, and Economic History - Melvyn Dubofsky
2013
As the global economic crisis that developed in the year 2008 makes clear, it is essential for educated
individuals to understand the history that underlies contemporary economic developments. This
Encyclopedia offers students and scholars access to information about the concepts,
institutions/organizations, events, and individuals that have shaped the history of economics, business, and
labor from the origins of what became the United States in an earlier age of globalization and the expansion
of capitalism to the present. It includes entries that explore the changing character of capitalism from the
seventeenth century to the present; the evolution of business practices and organizations; describe changes
in the labor force as legally free workers replaced a labor force dominated by slaves and indentures; treat
the means by which workers sought to better their lives; and that deal with government policies and
practices that affected economic activities, business developments, and the lives of working people. This
Encyclopedia includes readily at hand information about key economic concepts and theories, major
economists, diverse sectors of the economy, the history of economic and financial crises, major business
organizations and their founders, labor organizations and their leaders, and specific government policies
and judicial rulings that have shaped US economic and labor history as well as guides to the best and most
recent scholarly works related to the subject covered by each entry. Because of the broad chronological
span covered by the encyclopedia and the breadth of its subjects, it will interest history students,
economics majors, school of business entrants as well as to those studying public policy and administration.
A Companion to American Cultural History - Karen Halttunen 2008-04-15

A Companion to American Cultural History offers a historiographic overview of the scholarship, with special
attention to the major studies and debates that have shaped the field, and an assessment of where it is
currently headed. 30 essays explore the history of American culture at all analytic levels Written by
scholarly experts well-versed in the questions and controversies that have activated interest in this
burgeoning field Part of the authoritative Blackwell Companions to American History series Provides both a
chronological and thematic approach: topics range from British America in the Eighteenth Century to the
modern day globalization of American Culture; thematic approaches include gender and sexuality and
popular culture
Life in Plastic - Caren Irr 2021-11-30
A vital contribution to environmental humanities that explores artistic responses to the plastic age Since at
least the 1960s, plastics have been a defining feature of contemporary life. They are undeniably
utopian—wondrously innovative, cheap, malleable, durable, and convenient. Yet our proliferating use of
plastics has also triggered catastrophic environmental consequences. Plastics are piling up in landfills,
floating in oceans, and contributing to climate change and cancer clusters. They are derived from
petrochemicals and enmeshed with the global oil economy, and they permeate our consumer goods and
their packaging, our clothing and buildings, our bodies and minds. Plastic reshapes our cultural and social
imaginaries. With impressive breadth and compelling urgency, the essays in Life in Plastic examine the arts
and literature of the plastic age. Focusing mainly on post-1960s North America, the collection spans a wide
variety of genres, including graphic novels, superhero comics, utopic and dystopic science fiction, poetry,
and satirical prose, as well as vinyl records and visual arts. Essays by a remarkable lineup of cultural
theorists interrogate how plastic—as material and concept—has affected human sensibilities and
expression. The collection reveals the place of plastic in reshaping how we perceive, relate to, represent,
and re-imagine bodies, senses, environment, scale, mortality, and collective well-being. Ultimately, the
contributors to Life in Plastic think through plastic with an eye to imagining our way out of plastic, moving
toward a postplastic future. Contributors: Crystal Bartolovich, Syracuse U; Maurizia Boscagli, U of
California, Santa Barbara; Christopher Breu, Illinois State U; Loren Glass, U of Iowa; Sean Grattan, U of
Kent; Nayoung Kim, Brandeis U; Jane Kuenz, U of Southern Maine; Paul Morrison, Brandeis U; W. Dana
Phillips, Towson U in Maryland and Rhodes U in Grahamstown, South Africa; Margaret Ronda, UC-Davis;
Lisa Swanstrom, U of Utah; Jennifer Wagner-Lawlor, Pennsylvania State U; Phillip E. Wegner, U of Florida;
Daniel Worden, Rochester Institute of Technology.
Design History - Kjetil Fallan 2010-01-01
Design History has become a complex and wide-ranging discipline. It now examines artefacts from
conception to development, production, mediation, and consumption. Over the last few decades, the
discipline has developed a diverse range of theories and methodologies for the analysis of objects. Design
History presents the most comprehensive overview and guide to these developments. The book first traces
the development of the discipline, explaining how it draws from Art History, Industrial Design, Cultural
History and Material Culture Studies. The core of the book then analyses the seminal methodologies used
in Design History today. The final section highlights the key issues concerning knowledge and meaning in
Design. Throughout, the aim is to present a concise and accessible introduction to this complex field. A map
to the intellectual landscape of Design History, the book will be an invaluable guide for students and a very
useful reference for scholars.
Tap Dancing America - Constance Valis Hill 2014-11-12
The first comprehensive, fully documented history of a uniquely American art form, exploring all aspects of
the intricate musical and social exchange that evolved from Afro-Irish percussive step dances like the jig,
gioube, buck-and-wing, and juba to the work of such contemporary tap luminaries as Gregory Hines,
Brenda Bufalino, Dianne Walker, and Savion Glover.
The Oxford Handbook of History and Material Culture - Ivan Gaskell 2020-05-05
"The past has left a huge variety of traces in material form. If historians could figure out how to make use of
them to create accounts of the past, a far greater range of histories would be available than if historians
were to rely on written sources alone. People who do not appear in writings could come into focus; as could
the concerns of people that have escaped writing but whose material things belie their desires and actions.
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This book explores various ways in which aspects of the past of peoples in many times and places otherwise
inaccessible can come alive to the material culture historian. It is divided into five thematic sections that
address history, material culture, and-respectively-cognition, technology, symbolism, social distinction, and
memory. It does so by means of six individually authored case studies in each section that range from pins
to pearls, Paleolithic to Punk"-A Cultural History of the Senses in the Modern Age - David Howes 2014-10-23
In the 20th century, many aspects of life became 'a matter of perception' in the wake of the multiplication
of media, stylistic experimentation, and the rise of multiculturalism. Life sped up as a result of new modes
of transportation – automobiles and airplanes – and communication – telephones and personal computers –
which emphasized the rapid movement of people and ideas. The proliferation of synthetic products and
simulated experiences, from artificial flavors to video games, in turn, created heady virtual worlds of
sensation. This progressive mediation and acceleration of sensation, along with the sensory and
environmental pollution it often spawned, also sparked various countertrends, such as the 'back to nature'
movement, the craft movement, slow food and alternative medicine. This volume shows how attending to
the sensory dynamics of the modern age yields many fresh insights into the intertwined processes which
gave the 20th century its particular feel of technological prowess and gaudy artificiality. A Cultural History
of the Senses in the Modern Age presents essays on the following topics: the social life of the senses; urban
sensations; the senses in the marketplace; the senses in religion; the senses in philosophy and science;
medicine and the senses; the senses in literature; art and the senses; and sensory media.
Anatomies: A Cultural History of the Human Body - Hugh Aldersey-Williams 2014-05-19
Combining science, history, and culture, explores every aspect of human anatomy from ancient body art to
modern plastic surgery, discussing why some people are left-handed and why some cultures think the soul
resides in the liver.
The Sea - John Mack 2013-09-15
“There is nothing more enticing, disenchanting, and enslaving than the life at sea,” wrote Joseph Conrad.
And there is certainly nothing more integral to the development of the modern world. In The Sea: A
Cultural History, John Mack considers those great expanses that both unite and divide us, and the ways in
which human beings interact because of the sea, from navigation to colonization to trade. Much of the
world’s population lives on or near the cost, and as Mack explains, in a variety of ways, people actually
inhabit the sea. The Sea looks at the characteristics of different seas and oceans and investigates how the
sea is conceptualized in various cultures. Mack explores the diversity of maritime technologies, especially
the practice of navigation and the creation of a society of the sea, which in many cultures is all-male, often
cosmopolitan, and always hierarchical. He describes the cultures and the social and technical practices
characteristic of seafarers, as well as their distinctive language and customs. As he shows, the separation of
sea and land is evident in the use of different vocabularies on land and on sea for the same things, the
change in a mariner’s behavior when on land, and in the liminal status of points uniting the two realms, like
beaches and ports. Mack also explains how ships are deployed in symbolic contexts on land in ecclesiastical
and public architecture. Yet despite their differences, the two realms are always in dialogue in symbolic and
economic terms. Casting a wide net, The Sea uses histories, maritime archaeology, biography, art history,
and literature to provide an innovative and experiential account of the waters that define our worldly
existence.
Popes and Bankers - Jack Cashill 2010-03-15
AMIDST THE WRECKAGE OF FINANCIAL RUIN, PEOPLE ARE LEFT PUZZLING ABOUT HOW IT
HAPPENED. WHERE DID ALL THE PROBLEMS BEGIN? For the answer, Jack Cashill, a journalist as
shrewd as he is seasoned, looks past the headlines and deep into pages of history and comes back with the
goods. From Plato to payday loans, from Aristotle to AIG, from Shakespeare to the Salomon Brothers, from
the Medici to Bernie Madoff—in Popes and Bankers Jack Cashill unfurls a fascinating story of credit and
debt, usury and “the sordid love of gain.” With a dizzying cast of characters, including church officials,
gutter loan sharks, and even the Knights Templar, Cashill traces the creative tension between “pious
restraint” and “economic ambition” through the annals of human history and illuminates both the dark
corners of our past and the dusty corners of our billfolds.

Rabid - Bill Wasik 2013-06-25
The most fatal virus known to science, rabies-a disease that spreads avidly from animals to humans-kills
nearly one hundred percent of its victims once the infection takes root in the brain. In this critically
acclaimed exploration, journalist Bill Wasik and veterinarian Monica Murphy chart four thousand years of
the history, science, and cultural mythology of rabies. From Greek myths to zombie flicks, from the
laboratory heroics of Louis Pasteur to the contemporary search for a lifesaving treatment, Rabid is a fresh
and often wildly entertaining look at one of humankind's oldest and most fearsome foes. "A searing
narrative." -The New York Times "In this keen and exceptionally well-written book, rife with surprises,
narrative suspense and a steady flow of expansive insights, 'the world's most diabolical virus' conquers the
unsuspecting reader's imaginative nervous system. . . . A smart, unsettling, and strangely stirring piece of
work." -San Francisco Chronicle "Fascinating. . . . Wasik and Murphy chronicle more than two millennia of
myths and discoveries about rabies and the animals that transmit it, including dogs, bats and raccoons." The Wall Street Journal
Reader's Guide to the History of Science - Arne Hessenbruch 2013-12-16
The Reader's Guide to the History of Science looks at the literature of science in some 550 entries on
individuals (Einstein), institutions and disciplines (Mathematics), general themes (Romantic Science) and
central concepts (Paradigm and Fact). The history of science is construed widely to include the history of
medicine and technology as is reflected in the range of disciplines from which the international team of 200
contributors are drawn.
Possessed - Rebecca R. Falkoff 2021-05-15
In Possessed, Rebecca R. Falkoff asks how hoarding—once a paradigm of economic rationality—came to be
defined as a mental illness. Hoarding is unique among the disorders included in the American Psychiatric
Association's DSM-5, because its diagnosis requires the existence of a material entity: the hoard. Possessed
therefore considers the hoard as an aesthetic object produced by clashing perspectives about the meaning
or value of objects. The 2000s have seen a surge of cultural interest in hoarding and those whose
possessions overwhelm their living spaces. Unlike traditional economic elaborations of hoarding, which
focus on stockpiles of bullion or grain, contemporary hoarding results in accumulations of objects that have
little or no value or utility. Analyzing themes and structures of hoarding across a range of literary and
visual texts—including works by Nikolai Gogol, Arthur Conan Doyle, Carlo Emilio Gadda, Luigi Malerba,
Song Dong and E. L. Doctorow—Falkoff traces the fraught materialities of the present to cluttered spaces
of modernity: bibliomaniacs' libraries, flea markets, crime scenes, dust-heaps, and digital archives.
Possessed shows how the figure of the hoarder has come to personify the economic, epistemological, and
ecological conditions of modernity. Thanks to generous funding from New York University and its
participation in TOME (Toward an Open Monograph Ecosystem), the ebook editions of this book are
available as Open Access (OA) volumes from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other Open Access
repositories.
Cyclops - Mercedes Aguirre 2020-05-10
A Cyclops is popularly assumed to be nothing more than a flesh-eating, one-eyed monster. In an accessible,
stylish, and academically authoritative investigation, this book seeks to demonstrate that there is far more
to it than that - quite apart from the fact that in myths the Cyclopes are not always one-eyed! This book
provides a detailed, innovative, and richly illustrated study of the myths relating to the Cyclopes from
classical antiquity until the present day. The first part is organised thematically: after discussing various
competing scholarly approaches to the myths, the authors analyse ancient accounts and images of the
Cyclopes in relation to landscape, physique (especially eyes, monstrosity, and hairiness), lifestyle, gods,
names, love, and song. While the man-eating Cyclops Polyphemus, famous already in the Odyssey, plays a
major part, so also do the Cyclopes who did monumental building work, as well as those who toiled as
blacksmiths. The second part of the book concentrates on the post-classical reception of the myths,
including medieval allegory, Renaissance grottoes, poetry, drama, the visual arts, contemporary painting
and sculpture, film, and even a circus performance. This book aims to explore not just the perennial appeal
of the Cyclopes as fearsome monsters, but the depth and subtlety of their mythology which raises complex
issues of thought and emotion.
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Material Culture in America - Helen Sheumaker 2008
Presents more than two hundred alphabetic entries that cover the history of American material culture,
including such topics as adolescence, mourning, graphic design, Art Deco, and gay consumerism.
Mahjong - Annelise Heinz 2021-04-05
How has a game brought together Americans and defined separate ethnic communities? This book tells the
first history of mahjong and its meaning in American culture. Click-click-click. The sound of mahjong tiles
connects American expatriates in Shanghai, Jazz Age white Americans, urban Chinese Americans in the
1930s, incarcerated Japanese Americans in wartime, Jewish American suburban mothers, and Air Force
officers' wives in the postwar era. Mahjong: A Chinese Game and the Making of Modern American Culture
illustrates how the spaces between tiles and the moments between games have fostered distinct social
cultures in the United States. This mass-produced game crossed the Pacific, creating waves of popularity
over the twentieth century. Annelise Heinz narrates the history of this game to show how it has created a
variety of meanings, among them American modernity, Chinese American heritage, and Jewish American
women's culture. As it traveled from China to the United States and caught on with Hollywood starlets,
high society, middle-class housewives, and immigrants alike, mahjong became a quintessentially American
game. Heinz also reveals the ways in which women leveraged a game to gain access to respectable leisure.
The result was the forging of friendships that lasted decades and the creation of organizations that raised
funds for the war effort and philanthropy. No other game has signified both belonging and standing apart in
American culture. Drawing on photographs, advertising, popular media, and dozens of oral histories,
Heinz's rich and colorful account offers the first history of the wildly popular game of mahjong.
American Cultural History: A Very Short Introduction - Eric Avila 2018-07-17
The iconic images of Uncle Sam and Marilyn Monroe, or the "fireside chats" of Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the oratory of Martin Luther King, Jr.: these are the words, images, and sounds that populate American
cultural history. From the Boston Tea Party to the Dodgers, from the blues to Andy Warhol, dime novels to
Disneyland, the history of American culture tells us how previous generations of Americans have imagined
themselves, their nation, and their relationship to the world and its peoples. This Very Short Introduction
recounts the history of American culture and its creation by diverse social and ethnic groups. In doing so, it
emphasizes the historic role of culture in relation to broader social, political, and economic developments.
Across the lines of race, class, gender, and sexuality, as well as language, region, and religion, diverse
Americans have forged a national culture with a global reach, inventing stories that have shaped a national
identity and an American way of life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Making the Body Beautiful - Sander L. Gilman 2021-12-07
Nose reconstructions have been common in India for centuries. South Korea, Brazil, and Israel have
become international centers for procedures ranging from eyelid restructuring to buttock lifts and tummy
tucks. Argentina has the highest rate of silicone implants in the world. Around the globe, aesthetic surgery
has become a cultural and medical fixture. Sander Gilman seeks to explain why by presenting the first
systematic world history and cultural theory of aesthetic surgery. Touching on subjects as diverse as
getting a "nose job" as a sweet-sixteen birthday present and the removal of male breasts in seventh-century
Alexandria, Gilman argues that aesthetic surgery has such universal appeal because it helps people to
"pass," to be seen as a member of a group with which they want to or need to identify. Gilman begins by
addressing basic questions about the history of aesthetic surgery. What surgical procedures have been
performed? Which are considered aesthetic and why? Who are the patients? What is the place of aesthetic
surgery in modern culture? He then turns his attention to that focus of countless human anxieties: the nose.
Gilman discusses how people have reshaped their noses to repair the ravages of war and disease
(principally syphilis), to match prevailing ideas of beauty, and to avoid association with negative images of
the "Jew," the "Irish," the "Oriental," or the "Black." He examines how we have used aesthetic surgery on
almost every conceivable part of the body to try to pass as younger, stronger, thinner, and more erotic.
Gilman also explores some of the extremes of surgery as personal transformation, discussing transgender
surgery, adult circumcision and foreskin restoration, the enhancement of dueling scars, and even a
performance artist who had herself altered to resemble the Mona Lisa. The book draws on an extraordinary
range of sources. Gilman is as comfortable discussing Nietzsche, Yeats, and Darwin as he is grisly medical
details, Michael Jackson, and Barbra Streisand's decision to keep her own nose. The book contains dozens
of arresting images of people before, during, and after surgery. This is a profound, provocative, and
engaging study of how humans have sought to change their lives by transforming their bodies.
The Automobile Age - James J. Flink 1990-07-19
In this sweeping cultural history, James Flink provides a fascinating account of the creation of the world's
first automobile culture. He offers both a critical survey of the development of automotive technology and
the automotive industry and an analysis of the social effects of "automobility" on workers and consumers.
Holograms - Sean Johnston 2016
This volume examines the history of the use of the hologram. Holograms are photographs of interference
patterns that, when suitably illuminated, produce three-dimensional images. In its pure form, holography
requires the use of laser light for illuminating the subject and for viewing the finished hologram. This work
explores how holograms became embedded in modern popular culture. It traces their cultural roots in
earlier visual technologies such as stereoscopes and 3-D movies, and examines how holograms of
bewildering varieties added novel types of visual spectacle and appeal.
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