African American Poets
As recognized, adventure as with ease as experience nearly lesson, amusement, as well as arrangement can be gotten by just checking out a ebook
African American Poets afterward it is not directly done, you could take even more with reference to this life, in this area the world.
We present you this proper as competently as simple exaggeration to get those all. We allow African American Poets and numerous books collections
from fictions to scientific research in any way. accompanied by them is this African American Poets that can be your partner.

Angles of Ascent - Charles Henry Rowell 2013-02-05
More than seventy poets are represented in this innovative new
anthology of African American poetry since the 1960s. This is not just
another poetry anthology. It is a gathering of poems that demonstrate
what happens when writers in a marginalized community collectively
turn from dedicating their writing to political, social, and economic
struggles, and instead devote themselves to the art of their poems and to
the ideas they embody. These poets bear witness to the interior
landscapes of their own individual selves or examine the private or
personal worlds of invented personae and, therefore, of human beings
living in our modern and postmodern worlds. The anthology focuses on
post-1960s poetry and includes such poets as Rita Dove, Ai, Nathaniel
Mackey, Natasha Trethewey, Kevin Young, Terrence Hayes, Elizabeth
Alexander, Major Jackson, Carl Phillips, Harryette Mullen, and Yusef
Komunyakaa—artists who, using a wide range of styles and forms, are
cultivating a poetry of personal voice and interiority that speaks against
the backdrop of community and anscestry.
Black Poets of the United States - Jean Wagner 1973
Traces the evolution of Afro-American poetry, highlighting individual
poets up to the time of the Harlem Renaissance.
Hughes: Poems - Langston Hughes 1999-03-23
Presents nearly two hundred of the author's poems, including works
celebrating African American music and life, denunciations of Jim Crow

and racism, and verses about Africa and the Spanish Civil War.
The Furious Flowering of African American Poetry - Professor Joanne V
Gabbin 1999
Furious Flowering offers students, scholars, readers, and writers of
African-American poetry a chance to take part in an unprecedented
discussion of a complex literary culture.
The 100 Best African American Poems - Nikki Giovanni 2010
Contains one hundred poems from classic and contemporary African
American poets, as selected by an award-winning black poet and activist,
including such writers as Robert Hayden, Mari Evans, Kevin Young, and
Rita Dove.
African-American Poets - Harold Bloom 2010
Presents a collection of critical essays on the works of African American
poets of the late twentieth century to the newly established and
emerging voices of today, including, Maya Angelou, Lucille Clifton, Rita
Dove, and more.
Bars Fight - Lucy Terry Prince 2020-10-01
Bars Fight, a ballad telling the tale of an ambush by Native Americans on
two families in 1746 in a Massachusetts meadow, is the oldest known
work by an African-American author. Passed on orally until it was
recorded in Josiah Gilbert Holland’s History of Western Massachusetts in
1855, the ballad is a landmark in the history of literature that should be
on every book lover’s shelves.
1/7

researched, thoughtfully structured, The Vintage Book of AfricanAmerican Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students,
educators, and all those interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is
American poetry.
African American Poetry - Arnold Rampersad 2013-01-01
Presents a collection of poems by African-American poets, including
Lucille Clifton, Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Elizabeth
Alexander.
Black Nature - Camille T. Dungy 2009
Black Nature is the first anthology to focus on nature writing by African
American poets, a genre that until now has not commonly been counted
as one in which African American poets have participated. Black poets
have a long tradition of incorporating treatments of the natural world
into their work, but it is often read as political, historical, or protest
poetry--anything but nature poetry. This is particularly true when the
definition of what constitutes nature writing is limited to work about the
pastoral or the wild. Camille T. Dungy has selected 180 poems from 93
poets that provide unique perspectives on American social and literary
history to broaden our concept of nature poetry and African American
poetics. This collection features major writers such as Phillis Wheatley,
Rita Dove, Yusef Komunyakaa, Gwendolyn Brooks, Sterling Brown,
Robert Hayden, Wanda Coleman, Natasha Trethewey, and Melvin B.
Tolson as well as newer talents such as Douglas Kearney, Major Jackson,
and Janice Harrington. Included are poets writing out of slavery,
Reconstruction, the Harlem Renaissance, the Black Arts Movement, and
late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century African American poetic
movements. Black Nature brings to the fore a neglected and vital means
of considering poetry by African Americans and nature-related poetry as
a whole. A Friends Fund Publication.
Get Your Ass in the Water and Swim Like Me - Bruce Jackson 2004
Anthologizes over one hundred toasts, oral folk poems, with variants,
collected from various sources, and examines their functions, themes,
backgrounds, and methods of performance.
Extraordinary African-American Poets - Therese Neis 2012-07-01

The Vintage Book of African American Poetry - Michael S. Harper
2000-02-15
In The Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors Michael S.
Harper and Anthony Walton present the definitive collection of black
verse in the United States--200 years of vision, struggle, power, beauty,
and triumph from 52 outstanding poets. From the neoclassical stylings of
slave-born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence
Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled
modernism of Robert Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of Sterling A.
Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of Rita Dove...the
plaintive rhapsodies of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The
postmodern artistry of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too, is a landmark
exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts birthed the Harlem
Renaissance and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our
national literature and the course of America itself. Meticulously
researched, thoughtfully structured, The Vintage Book of AfricanAmerican Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students,
educators, and all those interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is
American poetry.
The Vintage Book of African American Poetry - Michael S. Harper
2012-02-01
In The Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors Michael S.
Harper and Anthony Walton present the definitive collection of black
verse in the United States--200 years of vision, struggle, power, beauty,
and triumph from 52 outstanding poets. From the neoclassical stylings of
slave-born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence
Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled
modernism of Robert Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of Sterling A.
Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of Rita Dove...the
plaintive rhapsodies of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The
postmodern artistry of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too, is a landmark
exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts birthed the Harlem
Renaissance and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our
national literature and the course of America itself. Meticulously
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Do your readers know who the first published African-American poet is?
Phillis Wheatley, a slave, published her most famous book of poetry in
1773, while traveling in England. Readers will learn about her life, and
the lives of seven other amazing poets. Each short biography ends with a
brief timeline of the person's life and achievements.
Black Music, Black Poetry - Professor Gordon E Thompson 2014-05-28
Black Music, Black Poetry offers readers a fuller appreciation of the
diversity of approaches to reading black American poetry. It does so by
linking a diverse body of poetry to musical genres that range from the
spirituals to contemporary jazz. The poetry of familiar figures such as
Paul Laurence Dunbar and Langston Hughes and less well-known poets
like Harryette Mullen or the lyricist to Pharaoh Sanders, Amos Leon
Thomas, is scrutinized in relation to a musical tradition contemporaneous
with the lifetime of each poet. Black music is considered the strongest
representation of black American communal consciousness; and black
poetry, by drawing upon such a musical legacy, lays claim to a powerful
and enduring black aesthetic. The contributors to this volume take on
issues of black cultural authenticity, of musical imitation, and of poetic
performance as displayed in the work of Paul Laurence Dunbar,
Langston Hughes, Sterling Brown, Amiri Baraka, Michael Harper,
Nathaniel Mackey, Jayne Cortez, Harryette Mullen, and Amos Leon
Thomas. Taken together, these essays offer a rich examination of the
breath of black poetry and the ties it has to the rhythms and forms of
black music and the influence of black music on black poetic practice.
Being Brought from Africa to America - The Best of Phillis
Wheatley - Phillis Wheatley 2020-07-31
Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753–1784) was an American freed slave and poet
who wrote the first book of poetry by an African-American. Sold into a
slavery in West Africa at the age of around seven, she was taken to North
America where she served the Wheatley family of Boston. Phillis was
tutored in reading and writing by Mary, the Wheatleys' 18-year-old
daughter, and was reading Latin and Greek classics from the age of
twelve. Encouraged by the progressive Wheatleys who recognised her
incredible literary talent, she wrote "To the University of Cambridge”

when she was 14 and by 20 had found patronage in the form of Selina
Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon. Her works garnered acclaim in both
England and the colonies and she became the first African American to
make a living as a poet. This volume contains a collection of Wheatley's
best poetry, including the titular poem “Being Brought from Africa to
America”. Contents include: “Phillis Wheatley”, “Phillis Wheatley by
Benjamin Brawley”, “To Maecenas”, “On Virtue”, “To the University of
Cambridge”, “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”, “On Being Brought
from Africa to America”, “On the Death of the Rev. Dr. Sewell”, “On the
Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield”, etc. Ragged Hand is proudly
publishing this brand new collection of classic poetry with a speciallycommissioned biography of the author.
Slave Songs and the Birth of African American Poetry - L. Ramey
2008-02-04
In this insightful and provocative volume, Rameyreveals spirituals and
slave songs to be a crucial element in American literature. This book
shows slave songs'intrinsic value as lyric poetry, sheds light on their
roots and originality, anddraws new conclusions on anart form long
considereda touchstone of cultural imagination.
The Black Poets - Dudley Randall 1971
Spirituals, folk rhymes, and poems by such writers as Phyllis Wheatley,
Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Don L. Lee reveal the
development of Black poetic expression
My Black Me - Arnold Adoff 2009-10-05
An anthology of African American poetry for young readers offers a joyful
celebration of the power of inner strength
A History of African American Poetry - Lauri Ramey 2019-03-21
Offers a critical history of African American poetry from the transatlantic
slave trade to present day hip-hop.
African-American Poetry of the Nineteenth Century - Joan R. Sherman
1992
Gathers poems by thirty-five Black, nineteenth-century poets, and, using
a chronological arrangement, traces changes in theme from pre- to postCivil War times
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This volume, comprising more than two hundred pieces, delivers the
artistic and political fervor of new and established black voices around
the country - in the oral tradition; in tanka and sonnets; in lyrics that
echo the sound of jazz, hip hop, and rap. Heir to the classic Black Fire
published in 1968, the book exemplifies modern black aesthetics,
bringing together some of the best African American poets of the last
decade.
Magical Negro - Morgan Parker 2019-02-05
From the breakout author of There Are More Beautiful Things Than
Beyoncé comes a profound and deceptively funny exploration of Black
American womanhood. "Morgan Parker's latest collection is a riveting
testimony to everyday blackness . . . It is wry and atmospheric, an epic
work of aural pleasures and personifications that demands to be
read—both as an account of a private life and as searing political
protest." —TIME Magazine A Most Anticipated Book of 2019 at Vogue, O:
the Oprah Magazine, NYLON, BuzzFeed, Publishers Weekly, and more.
Magical Negro is an archive of black everydayness, a catalog of
contemporary folk heroes, an ethnography of ancestral grief, and an
inventory of figureheads, idioms, and customs. These American poems
are both elegy and jive, joke and declaration, songs of congregation and
self-conception. They connect themes of loneliness, displacement, grief,
ancestral trauma, and objectification, while exploring and troubling
tropes and stereotypes of Black Americans. Focused primarily on
depictions of black womanhood alongside personal narratives, the
collection tackles interior and exterior politics—of both the body and
society, of both the individual and the collective experience. In Magical
Negro, Parker creates a space of witness, of airing grievances, of
pointing out patterns. In these poems are living documents, pleas, latent
traumas, inside jokes, and unspoken anxieties situated as firmly in the
past as in the present—timeless black melancholies and triumphs.
The Black Poets - Dudley Randall 1985-04-01
"The claim of The Black Poets to being... an anthology is that it presents
the full range of Black-American poetry, from the slave songs to the
present day. It is important that folk poetry be included because it is the

Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral - Phillis Wheatley
2005-11-01
WE whose Names are under-written, do assure the World, that the
POEMS specified in the following Page, were (as we verily believe)
written by Phillis, a young Negro Girl, who was but a few Years since,
brought an uncultivated Barbarian from Africa...-from the publisher's
affidavitProbably the first Black American writer, Phillis Wheatley had to
travel to England to see her work published in this 1773 volume, the first
collection of poetry by an African America to see print. Her work,
considered even at the time sentimental and derivative, was harshly
criticized by many, including Thomas Jefferson, and the novelty of its
author soon waned to the point that the emancipated Wheatley died in
poverty and obscurity. But as one of the earliest firsthand accounts of the
slavery in America, it is an important document of life in the colonial era:
Some view our sable race with scornful eye, "Their colour is a diabolic
die."Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain, May be refin'd, and
join th' angelic train.(from " On being brought from Africa to
America")PHILLIS WHEATLEY (c.1753-1784) was captured at the age of
around seven and brought to America in 1761, where she became a
house slave-and near adopted daughter-of Boston merchant John
Wheatley. Demonstrating a talent for languages, she was educated
alongside the Wheatley children. After being granted her freedom, she
married John Peters, a free Black Bostonian.
African-American Poetry - Joan R. Sherman 1997-07-07
Rich selection of 74 poems ranging from the religious and moral verse of
Phillis Wheatley Peters (ca. 1753 1784) to 20th-century work of Langston
Hughes and Countee Cullen. Other contributors include James Weldon
Johnson, Paul Laurence Dunbar, many others. Indispensable for students
of the black experience in America and any lover of fine poetry. Includes
4 selections from the Common Core State Standards Initiative: "I, Too,
Sing America," "Lift Every Voice and Sing," "Yet Do I Marvel," and "On
Being Brought from Africa to America." Dover Original."
Spirit and Flame - Keith Gilyard 1997-01-01
Spirit & Flame celebrates the creativity of the African American poet.
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root and inspiration of later, literary poetry. Not only does this book
present the full range of Black poetry, but it presents most poets in
depths, and in some cases presents aspects of a poet neglected or
overlooked before. Gwendolyn Brooks is represented not only by poems
on racial and domestic themes, but is revealed as a writer of superb love
lyrics. Tuming away from White models and retuming to their roots has
freed Black poets to create a new poetry. This book records their
progress."--from the Introduction by Dudley Randall
African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle & Song (LOA #333) Kevin Young 2020-10-20
A literary landmark: the biggest, most ambitious anthology of Black
poetry ever published, gathering 250 poets from the colonial period to
the present Across a turbulent history, from such vital centers as
Harlem, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, and the Bay Area,
Black poets created a rich and multifaceted tradition that has been both
a reckoning with American realities and an imaginative response to
them. Capturing the power and beauty of this diverse tradition in a single
indispensable volume, African American Poetry reveals as never before
its centrality and its challenge to American poetry and culture. One of
the great American art forms, African American poetry encompasses
many kinds of verse: formal, experimental, vernacular, lyric, and protest.
The anthology opens with moving testaments to the power of poetry as a
means of self-assertion, as enslaved people like Phillis Wheatley and
George Moses Horton and activist Frances Ellen Watkins Harper voice
their passionate resistance to slavery. Young’s fresh, revelatory
presentation of the Harlem Renaissance reexamines the achievements of
Langston Hughes and Countee Cullen alongside works by lesser-known
poets such as Gwendolyn B. Bennett and Mae V. Cowdery. The later
flowering of the still influential Black Arts Movement is represented here
with breadth and originality, including many long out-of-print or hard-tofind poems. Here are all the significant movements and currents: the
nineteenth-century Francophone poets known as Les Cenelles, the
Chicago Renaissance that flourished around Gwendolyn Brooks, the early
1960s Umbra group, and the more recent work of writers affiliated with

Cave Canem and the Dark Room Collective. Here too are poems of
singular, hard-to-classify figures: the enslaved potter David Drake, the
allusive modernist Melvin B. Tolson, the Cleveland-based experimentalist
Russell Atkins. This Library of America volume also features biographies
of each poet and notes that illuminate cultural references and allusions
to historical events.
The Book of American Negro Poetry - James Weldon Johnson 1922
The African American Sonnet - Timo Mueller 2018-08-15
Some of the best known African American poems are sonnets: Claude
McKay's "If We Must Die," Countee Cullen's "Yet Do I Marvel,"
Gwendolyn Brooks's "First fight. Then fiddle." Yet few readers realize
that these poems are part of a rich tradition that formed after the Civil
War and comprises more than a thousand sonnets by African American
poets. Paul Laurence Dunbar, Jean Toomer, Langston Hughes, Margaret
Walker, and Rita Dove all wrote sonnets. Based on extensive archival
research, The African American Sonnet: A Literary History traces this
forgotten tradition from the nineteenth century to the present. Timo
Müller uses sonnets to open up fresh perspectives on African American
literary history. He examines the struggle over the legacy of the Civil
War, the trajectories of Harlem Renaissance protest, the tensions
between folk art and transnational perspectives in the thirties, the
vernacular modernism of the postwar period, the cultural nationalism of
the Black Arts movement, and disruptive strategies of recent
experimental poetry. In this book, Müller examines the inventive
strategies African American poets devised to occupy and reshape a form
overwhelmingly associated with Europe. In the tightly circumscribed
space of sonnets, these poets mounted evocative challenges to the
discursive and material boundaries they confronted.
Words with Wings - Belinda Rochelle 2001
Pairs twenty works of art by African American artists with twenty poems
by twenty African American poets.
The Black Maria - Aracelis Girmay 2016-04-18
Taking its name from the moon's dark plains, misidentified as seas by
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early astronomers, The Black Maria investigates African diasporic
histories, the consequences of racism within American culture, and the
question of human identity. Central to this project is a desire to
recognize the lives of Eritrean refugees who have been made invisible by
years of immigration crisis, refugee status, exile, and resulting
statelessness. The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry,
Girmay's newest collection elegizes and celebrates life, while wrestling
with the humanistic notion of seeing beyond: seeing violence, seeing
grace, and seeing each other better. "to the sea" great storage house,
history on which we rode, we touched the brief pulse of your fluttering
pages, spelled with salt & life, your rage, your indifference your
gentleness washing our feet, all of you going on whether or not we live,
to you we bring our carnations yellow & pink, how they float like bright
sentences atop your memory's dark hair Aracelis Girmay is the author of
two poetry collections, Teeth and Kingdom Animalia, which won the
Isabella Gardner Award and was a finalist for the NBCC Award. The
recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award, she has received grants and
fellowships from the Jerome, Cave Canem, and Watson foundations, as
well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She currently teaches at
Hampshire College's School for Interdisciplinary Arts and in Drew
University's low residency MFA program. Originally from Santa Ana,
California, she splits her time between New York and Amherst,
Massachusetts.
The Black Romantic Revolution - Matt Sandler 2020-09-08
The prophetic poetry of slavery and its abolition During the pitched
battle over slavery in the United States, Black writers—enslaved and
free—allied themselves with the cause of abolition and used their art to
advocate for emancipation and to envision the end of slavery as a worldhistorical moment of possibility. These Black writers borrowed from the
European tradition of Romanticism—lyric poetry, prophetic visions--to
write, speak, and sing their hopes for what freedom might mean. At the
same time, they voiced anxieties about the expansion of global capital
and US imperial power in the aftermath of slavery. They also focused on
the ramifications of slavery's sexual violence. Authors like Frances Ellen

Watkins Harper, George Moses Horton, Albery Allson Whitman, and
Joshua McCarter Simpson conceived the Civil War as a revolutionary
upheaval on par with Europe's stormy Age of Revolutions. The Black
Romantic Revolution proposes that the Black Romantics' cultural
innovations have shaped Black radical culture to this day, from the blues
and hip hop to Black nationalism and Black feminism. Their expressions
of love and rage, grief and determination, dreams and nightmares, still
echo into our present.
Black Nature - Camille T. Dungy 2009
Black Nature is the first anthology to focus on nature writing by African
American poets, a genre that until now has not commonly been counted
as one in which African American poets have participated. Black poets
have a long tradition of incorporating treatments of the natural world
into their work, but it is often read as political, historical, or protest
poetry--anything but nature poetry. This is particularly true when the
definition of what constitutes nature writing is limited to work about the
pastoral or the wild. Camille T. Dungy has selected 180 poems from 93
poets that provide unique perspectives on American social and literary
history to broaden our concept of nature poetry and African American
poetics. This collection features major writers such as Phillis Wheatley,
Rita Dove, Yusef Komunyakaa, Gwendolyn Brooks, Sterling Brown,
Robert Hayden, Wanda Coleman, Natasha Trethewey, and Melvin B.
Tolson as well as newer talents such as Douglas Kearney, Major Jackson,
and Janice Harrington. Included are poets writing out of slavery,
Reconstruction, the Harlem Renaissance, the Black Arts Movement, and
late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century African American poetic
movements. Black Nature brings to the fore a neglected and vital means
of considering poetry by African Americans and nature-related poetry as
a whole. A Friends Fund Publication.
Renegade Poetics - Evie Shockley 2011-10
"Beginning with a deceptively simple question--what do we mean when
we designate behaviors, values, or forms of expression as "black"?--Evie
Shockley's Renegade poetics teases out the more complex and nuanced
possibilities the concept has long encompassed. She redefines black
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experience.
A History of Twentieth-Century American Women's Poetry - Linda
A. Kinnahan 2016-06-20
A History of Twentieth-Century American Women's Poetry explores the
genealogy of modern American verse by women from the early twentieth
century to the millennium. Beginning with an extensive introduction that
charts important theoretical contributions to the field, this History
includes wide-ranging essays that illuminate the legacy of American
women poets. Organized thematically, these essays survey the
multilayered verse of such diverse poets as Edna St Vincent Millay,
Marianne Moore, Anne Sexton, Adrienne Rich, and Audre Lorde. Written
by a host of leading scholars, this History also devotes special attention
to the lasting significance of feminist literary criticism. This book is of
pivotal importance to the development of women's poetry in America and
will serve as an invaluable reference for specialists and students alike.
African-American Poets - Michael R. Strickland 1996
Profiles the lives and work of ten African American poets: Gwendolyn
Brooks, Haki R. Madhubuti, Rita Dove, Eloise Greenfield, Langston
Hughes, Imamu Amiri Baraka, Maya Angelou, Paul Laurence Dunbar,
and Nikki Giovanni.
Every Shut Eye Ain't Asleep - Michael S. Harper 1994
A collection of postwar African-American poetry showcases the works of
such poets as Derek Walcott, Amiri Baraka, Ishmael Reed, Gwendolyn
Brooks, Audre Lorde, and others.
Pass it on - Wade Hudson 1993
An illustrated collection of poetry by such Afro-American poets as
Langston Hughes, Nikki Giovanni, Eloise Greenfield, and Lucille Clifton.

aesthetics descriptively, resituating innovative poetry that has been
marginalized becuase it was not "recognizably black" and avant-garde
poetry dismissed because it was"--Back cover.
Omeros - Derek Walcott 2014-09-09
Derek Walcott's Omeros is a poem in five books, of circular narrative
design, titled with the Greek name for Homer, which simultaneously
charts two currents of history: the visible history charted in events -- the
tribal losses of the American Indian, the tragedy of African enslavement - and the interior, unwritten epic fashioned from the suffering of the
individual in exile.
Counting Descent - Clint Smith 2017-01-06
Black Harvard Doctorate in Poetics launches poetry that explores
modern blackness. Clint Smith's debut poetry collection, Counting
Descent, is a coming of age story that seeks to complicate our conception
of lineage and tradition. Smith explores the cognitive dissonance that
results from belonging to a community that unapologetically celebrates
black humanity while living in a world that often renders blackness a
caricature of fear. His poems move fluidly across personal and political
histories, all the while reflecting on the social construction of our lived
experiences. Smith brings the reader on a powerful journey forcing us to
reflect on all that we learn growing up, and all that we seek to unlearn
moving forward. - Winner, 2017 Black Caucus of the American Library
Association Literary Award - Finalist, 2017 NAACP Image Awards - 2017
'One Book One New Orleans' Book Selection
Ashley Bryan's ABC of African American Poetry - Ashley Bryan
2009-07-10
Each letter of the alphabet is represented by a line from a poem by
different African American poets, describing an aspect of the black
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